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A Mayfi�eld High School senior wres-
tling student was recently awarded the
fi�rst annual Canaan Bower Memorial
Scholarship, in honor of the late local
hero.

Bower became a household name in
Las Cruces in 2020 when he pinned
down a would-be kidnapper until au-
thorities arrived on scene. Two years
late, Bower was killed in a motorcycle
crash. He was 18.

In honor of their son’s character,
Bower’s parents decided to establish a
$2,000 scholarship to support other lo-
cal high school wrestlers.

Valeria Garcia Aguirre, 17, was chosen
as the fi�rst recipient of the memorial

scholarship. Troy and Kara Bower pre-
sented the award to Aguirre in person
ahead of wrestling practice Monday af-
ternoon.

Troy Bower said fi�ve Las Cruces stu-
dents applied for the scholarship, but
Aguirre stood out because of her admi-
ration for her parents and her connec-
tion with Canaan Bower.

Aguirre was two years behind Bower
in school, but they competed on the
same high school team. This year,
Aguirre was state champion in her
weight and gender class.

“I did interview all the (applicants’)
coaches too and this coach had the most
glowing remarks,” Troy Bower said.

Aguirre broke down in tears when her
name was announced in front of her

‘Ray of sunshine’

Valeria Garcia Aguirre, a Mayfi�eld High School senior, is presented with the fi�rst Canaan Bower Memorial Scholarship in
the school’s wrestling practice room May 8. LEAH ROMERO/SUN-NEWS

First annual Canaan Bower Memorial
Scholarship awarded to Mayfi�eld student

Canaan Bower graduated from
Mayfi�eld High School in May 2021.
Canaan’s heroism was widely
recognized after he intervened in a
kidnapping at a gas station in 2020.
Canaan passed on March 9 in a
motorcycle accident at the age of 18.
COURTESY PHOTO
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See CANAAN, Page 11A

The Las Cruces Symphony Orchestra
recently presented its fi�nal performance
of the 2022-2023 season, debuting the
fi�rst youth ensemble and announcing
program themes for the upcoming sea-
son.

LCSO has been part of the southern
New Mexico community in various
forms for over 60 years. The roughly 70-
member professional ensemble per-
forms several classical and POPS con-
certs throughout the season, coordinat-
ed with the New Mexico State Univer-
sity academic calendar.

The ensemble performed its fi�nal
concerts Saturday and Sunday, May 6

and 7 at the Atkinson Recital Hall. The
2022-2023 season was the fi�rst with
new conductor Ming Luke who took
over following the retirement of long-
time conductor Lonnie Klein.

Debuting the Las Cruces
Symphony Youth Orchestra

LCSO announced in 2022 that it was
establishing its fi�rst youth orchestra in
spring 2023. Luke explained that the
new ensemble complimented his goal of
more community outreach by the sym-
phony.

Previously, students would have to
audition for the El Paso Symphony
Youth Orchestra if they wanted to take
part in such a program.

“Many, many orchestras have youth

orchestras and you can have their
members coach the youth orchestra.
And because of our close connection
with NMSU it’s just like a perfect time,”
Luke said. “For me, the connections
between the community and building
those bridges all around is very impor-
tant.”

Luke said 28 high school string
players made up the fi�rst youth ensem-
ble, however there are plans to expand
the program to include wind and per-
cussion musicians next season.

LCSO’s principal violist and asso-
ciate professor in the NMSU Music De-
partment Jorge Martinez-Rios serves
as the conductor of the youth orches-
tra. He is also the conductor of the New

Las Cruces Symphony Orchestra debuts
youth ensemble, plans for upcoming season
Leah Romero
Las Cruces Sun-News

USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW MEXICO

See ORCHESTRA, Page 9A

New Mexico’s spring wildfi�re sea-
son was underway as the state’s con-
gress people sought action to both re-
spond to the fi�res and provide relief to
those still reeling from last year’s rec-
ord-breaking blazes. 

Lincoln National Forest on Thurs-
day raised its fi�re danger rating to
“high,” according to an announcement
from the U.S. Forest Service, after re-
sponding to 20 abandoned campfi�res
in recent weeks and advising guests to
use “extreme caution” when lighting
and extinguishing campfi�res in the
forest.

This came days after the Park Fire
near Ruidoso burned about 3,000
acres after it was started May 3 by a
lightning strike and was half con-
tained by May 6, with 70 responders
and aircraft deployed to the blaze near
the Mescalero Apache Reservation.

It was the fi�rst fi�re of the year to
grow larger than 1,000 acres.

Meanwhile, evacuations were in
place in San Miguel County as the Las
Tusas Fire near U.S. Highway 94
threatened to grow from an estimated
1,000 acres burned as of Thursday
morning.

That was the region where the Her-
mits Peak Calf Canyon Fire in April
2022 burned about 341,000 acres, dis-
placing residents and causing long-
term damage to local water systems
and infrastructure – the largest fi�re in
New Mexico’s history.

Last year also saw the second-larg-
est wildfi�re in the state’s history when
the Black Fire burned another 325,000
acres in southwest New Mexico.

The spring months are known for
high fi�re danger in New Mexico as
warming temperatures and high
winds converge with low moisture
ahead of the summer monsoon rains.

U.S. Sens. Ben Ray Lujan and Mar-
tin Heinrich (D-NM), along with U.S.
Rep. Teresa Leger Fernandez (D-NM)
urged the federal government
Wednesday to hasten relief dollars for
the Hermits Peak Calf Canyon Fire,
while Heinrich cosponsored a pair of
bills seeking to improve federal re-
sponse to the fi�res and impacts like
fl�ooding.

On Tuesday, the Federal Emergency
Management Administration (FEMA)
authorized about $18 million to aid in
Hermits Peak Calf Canyon Recovery
for the Mora-San Miguel Electric Co-
Op and the New Department of Home-
land Security and Emergency Man-
agement.

The dollars were to help with re-
pairs and reimbursements for fi�re re-

See WILDFIRES, Page 8A

Heinrich Lujan Fernandez

Wildfi�res
heat up
in New
Mexico
Political leaders 
fi�ght for relief
Adrian Hedden
Carlsbad Current-Argus
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