
Aside from the occasional rustle of paper and tap of keyboards, si-

lence permeated Louise Hanania’s Paterson classroom. Her fi�fth

graders hunched over their laptops, absorbed in a writing assign-

ment. h Then the rattling of a tambourine shattered the silence. The

jarring disruption came from behind a line of cabinets, bookshelves

and corkboard. h The jangling was quickly joined by a piercing voice.

“Red chair!” a woman trilled. “Orange basket! Green plant!”
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Crumbling schools, 
struggling students
Learning conditions are crucial to a child’s success

and health. In Paterson, it can be a daily battle

Ashley Balcerzak NorthJersey.com | USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY Studies show that
students’ learning
environment is crucial
to their academic
success, health and
development. Noisy
classrooms can
increase stress,
behavioral problems
and hyperactivity in
children.
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See SCHOOLS, Page 4A
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On Mother’s Day, 
a look at how
parenting changes
over generations
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Dawud Assad heard tanks rumbling
toward his village about 3 miles outside
Jerusalem and ran to the roof to get a
view. There, he passed bullets to his
uncle, who tried to hold off� the paramil-
itary fi�ghters for villagers to escape to
the east.

But the barrel of the rusty World War
I-era gun overheated. He bolted down

an outdoor fl�ight of stairs, while a pair
of fi�ghters entered the home. They
found his uncle hiding in a bedroom,
but Assad kept running until he fell
from their sight.

On his belly, Assad crawled across a
trench, feeling his hair stand on end as
he sensed the bullets soaring overhead. 

After reaching safety, he learned
that more than 100 villagers had been
killed. 

Palestinians keep hopes, dreams
alive 75 years after catastrophe
Hannan Adely
NorthJersey.com
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See PALESTINIANS, Page 8A

As Israel celebrates the 75th anni-
versary of its founding, and nearly a
century and a half after the fi�rst Zion-
ists came to Palestine from Europe, the
core tension behind the country's es-
tablishment – whether a Jewish state
could be a democratic state, whether
Zionism could accommodate pluralism
– is more obvious than ever.

Israel today is a military powerhouse
and one of 38 members of the infl�uen-
tial Organization for Economic Cooper-
ation and Development, formed in 1961
to promote cooperation among demo-
cratic, free-market-oriented govern-
ments.

Such strength and economic viabili-
ty would be unfamiliar to the Jews
whose identity was forged in the Euro-
pean diaspora. 

At 75, Israel still evolving as a
Jewish state and a democracy
Eran Kaplan 
San Francisco State University

The Conversation

See ISRAEL, Page 9A


