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D
on Brown’s face has appeared on dozens of billboards – on SEPTA

platforms, above major highways in Pennsylvania and New Jersey,

and looking down on Times Square in New York City. h Each ad-

vertisement carrying the same short plea: “I need a kidney. Can you

help?” h But despite the countless people who have encountered his ads,

Brown’s wish for a kidney donor has yet to be fulfi�lled. 

“It’s a roller coaster. I need a new kidney
because sooner or later I’m going to need di-
alysis,” said Brown, who has stage fi�ve kid-
ney disease.

Brown, a 74-year-old retired engineer
from Doylestown Township, Pennsylvania,
began his campaign for a living kidney do-
nor in the fall, starting with a website where
he shares his story. 

The site answers questions about the
screening process, surgery, recovery time
and insurance. It also aims to dispel miscon-

ceptions about kidney donation.
Brown said a common concern is, “I don’t

want to donate my kidney to a stranger, my
family might need my kidney in the future,”
an issue addressed by Family Voucher Pro-
gram, available through the National Kidney
Registry.

Five family members of the donor receive
vouchers that can be activated if one ever
needs a kidney.

Don Brown, of Doylestown Township, Pa., has stage 5 kidney disease. “I’m not giving up,”
he says of his campaign to fi�nd a living kidney donor. “If I give up, it’s over.”
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‘I NEED A KIDNEY.
CAN YOU HELP?

Pennsylvania man advertises plea for organ
donor through billboards across the region
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In his search for a kidney donor, Brown has posted ads across billboards in multiple
states, including one that ran for three days during the holiday season in Times Square.
PROVIDED BY DON BROWN

See KIDNEY, Page 2A

Jose greeted outreach workers with Camden Area
Health Education Center, walking up to the van
parked on Mount Ephraim Avenue on a chilly Mon-
day morning.

He had two backpacks with spent syringes. Giving
the workers information so they could track data for
the state, he told them his mother’s fi�rst name and
the last two digits of his Social Security number.
Then he emptied the backpacks’ contents into a
sharps container, and started fi�lling them with boxes
of new, clean needles.

A heroin user for 19 years, Jose said he’s never
overdosed. He doesn’t worry about fentanyl or xyla-
zine, an animal tranquilizer also known as tranq, be-
cause he only sees one dealer and is confi�dent in the
relative safety of the supply.

Still, he’s heard about tranq and knows he wants
to avoid it.

“It be putting people down,” Jose said, shaking his
head. 

The National Institutes of Health describes xylan-
zine as “a non-opioid veterinary tranquilizer not ap-
proved for human use.” The drug “has been linked to
an increasing number of overdose deaths nationwide
in the evolving drug addiction and overdose crisis.”

Most people who are exposed to the tranquilizer,
the NIH added, “often knowingly or unknowingly
used it in combination with other drugs, particularly
illicit fentanyl.”

On April 12, Dr. Rahul Gupta, the Biden Admini-
stration’s drug czar, offi�cially designated fentanyl
laced with xylazine “an emerging threat,” convening
a working group to look into xylazine testing and
treatment; data collection; and ways to reduce the
drug’s illicit supply and use.

In April, Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, speak-
ing in Philadelphia’s Kensington section, ground zero
for the city’s opioid epidemic, said the drug would be
reclassifi�ed as a Schedule III drug, tightening regula-
tion and restricting access to it. 

In New Jersey, State Sen. Vincent Polistina (R, At-
lantic County) introduced a bill March 30 urging the
state’s Department of Health to “increase awareness
of the dangers of the drug xylazine.” 

Xylazine is not currently included on New Jersey’s
list of Controlled Dangerous Substances.

Known as
tranq on the
street, xylazine
is prevalent in
South Jersey
Phaedra Trethan
Cherry Hill Courier-Post
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