
By Melissa Van Der Stad
The Forum

FARGO — When a 
woman’s life was at risk 
last summer, two officers 

who’d never 
met before 
went above 
and beyond 
to keep her 
safe.

F a r g o 
police offi-
cer Joshua 
Persson and 
North Dako-
ta High-
way Patrol 
( N D H P ) 
Sgt. Andrew 
C a s h i n 
responded 
to a call in 

Fargo on Aug. 29, 2022, 
and were able to convince 
a woman at risk of jump-
ing off of an overpass that 
her life was worth sav-
ing, according to a release 
from the NDHP.

Bystanders called 911 
when they saw a woman 
in the midst of a men-
tal health crisis running 
through traffic. She pro-
ceeded to jump over bar-
riers onto the Interstate 
29 and 13th Avenue South 
overpass and perched on 
the guardrail, the patrol 
reported, threatening to 
jump.

By Patrick Springer
The Forum

FARGO — Mark Bit-
tner spent many sleep-

less nights during Far-
go’s flood fights against 
the raging Red River in 
the epic battles of 1997 
and 2009.

“He didn’t sleep in 
1997,” his wife, Mari-
lyn said. “Every time 
he came home he got a 
phone call and had to 
come in.”

As the city engineer, 
Bittner was a leading 
figure in many a flood 
fight and also played an 
important planning role 
in Fargo-Moorhead’s 
quest for permanent 
flood protection, a long 
struggle that is culmi-
nating in the $3.2 billion 
metro flood diversion 

project now under con-
struction.

Bittner, who served 
with the Fargo Engineer-
ing Office for almost 43 

years, many as city engi-
neer, died on Friday, May 
12, at the age of 72.
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LIFE: Jane Linde 
Capistran says 
goodbye to FM Area 
Youth Symphonies.   
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FARMLAND 
FOR SALE

Phone: 
701-799-5213 

Steven  Johnson 
steve@johnsonauctionandrealty.com

R.E. Broker Auctioneer Lic# 976

FOR SALE: 312 Acres of Barnes County ND Farmland. South 
of Pillsbury, ND. 
FOR SALE: 138 Acres Richland County ND Pastureland, 
Tillable with Building. South of Hankinson, ND
FOR SALE: 898 Acres of McHenry County ND Continuous 
pasture land with excellent fences South of Towner ND
FOR SALE: 350 Acres Clay County MN Farmland North West 
of Barnesville, MN 
FOR SALE: 320 Acres of Nelson County Farmland near 
Michigan, ND
SALE PENDING: 400 Acres of Nelson County expired CRP 
land near Michigan, ND
SALE PENDING: 240 Acres of Cass County farmland east of 
Enderlin, ND
SALE PENDING: 80 Acres of Cass County farmland west of  
Amenia, ND

40 years of agricultural experience in 
North Dakota, South Dakota and Minnesota

www.johnsonauctionandrealty.com
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Photos by David Samson / The Forum
Above: David Wichmann from Moorhead shares a laugh with fellow graduates 
before morning commencement ceremonies at Minnesota State University 
Moorhead on Friday. Bottom Right: Graduates ride the escalator to floor the 
level of the Fargodome during North Dakota State University commencement 
ceremonies on Saturday.

2 officers honored 
for lifesaving 
teamwork  
last summer

Ban on ‘forever 
chemicals’ may soon  
be Minnesota law

By Alex Derosier
The Forum

ST. PAUL — Minne-
sota lawmakers piecing 
together an environment 
bill have agreed to include 
a ban on “forever chem-
icals” in a wide variety of 
products.

While members of a 
joint House-Senate com-
mittee on Thursday con-
tinued work on a final 
environment and energy 
budget, earlier this week 
they announced they’ll 
include the ban. The bill 
is likely to pass both 
chambers of the Legisla-

ture and reach the desk 
of Gov. Tim Walz to be 
signed into law.

PFAS, short for per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substanc-
es, are found in prod-
ucts ranging from cook-
ware to firefighting foam. 
Increasing evidence sug-
gests they are linked to 
cancers and other health 
conditions, and they are 
known as forever chem-
icals because they persist 
in the environment and 
accumulate in the tissue 
of living things.

LAW: Page A8

Moorhead Center Mall tenants asked to vacate by year’s end

By Thomas Evanella
The Forum

MOORHEAD — The 
countdown has officially 
begun for tenants of the 
Moorhead Center Mall.

According to a Friday, 
May 12, press release 
from development com-
pany Roers, the company 
has informed operators in 

the mall that they are to 
conclude business on or 
before Dec. 31.

The mall is slated to be 
torn down and replaced 
with a massive mixed-
use development. Part 
of that development will 
include a new taxpay-
er-funded library and 
community center for the 
city.

According to the press 
release, Roers owns over 
90% of the mall, with the 
remainder in the hands of 
individual business and 
suite owners. Month-to-

month tenants will have 
their leases terminated by 
the end of the year, while 
Roers intends to nego-
tiate with the remaining 
mall owners to purchase 
their units.

“Plans are moving 
forward with the down-
town Moorhead develop-
ment. This first step is to 
ensure the current busi-
nesses have time to find 
a new location for their 
business,” Roers CEO Jim 
Roers stated via press 
release.

“Our goal (is) to ensure 

these businesses remain 
in Moorhead and we are 
committed to help find 
a location to best meet 
their business needs. The 
target date balances the 
needs of the business-
es to have time to wind 
down their operations,” 
he wrote.

“Behind the scenes” 
work has been ongo-
ing, the press release 
said. Those changes will 
become increasingly visi-
ble as the project contin-
ues, the release said. Chris Flynn / The Forum

Inside the Moorhead Center Mall in the afternoon on 
Nov. 9, 2022.TENANTS: Page A6

Mall to be torn 
down, replaced  
with mixed-use 
development
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Students 
become alumni

Fargo’s low-key flood fighter dies at 72
Former city engineer 
Mark Bittner led 
battles against  
1997, 2009 floods

Editor’s note: If you or 
someone you know is 
in crisis, please call the 
National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline at 988 or contact 
the Crisis Text Line by 
texting TALK to 741741.

Persson

Cashin

‘They 
saved 
her life’

Happy Mother’s Day!Happy Mother’s Day!


