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BY JAMES WILKINS
Staff writer

Biking down Highland Road last week-
end, LSU student and junior kinesiology
major Chandler Power didn’t even see
the car coming.

“There’s one place on Highland where
there’s construction and the sidewalk
was blocked, so I was riding and thought
for sure this car that was very far away
would see me,” he said. “They didn’t
see me, didn’t care or thought they had
enough room, but it was close.”

Power narrowly avoided being hit, but
the incident is one that LSU students
on campus have either experienced or
heard about firsthand.

An analysis of LSU police data found
that 41 pedestrians were hit on campus
over five years, from 2013 to 2018.

At least four suffered incapacitating
injuries, including a woman placed in a

medically induced coma for two weeks
after a spinal injury.

Ten other pedestrians suffered in-
juries the LSU Police Department de-
scribed as “moderate” during that peri-
od, with 15 more complaining of possible
injuries.

Since March 11, LSU police have re-
ported 44 hit-and-run incidents in their
daily crime log. A total of 41 cases have
been either cleared or closed, with three
cases still open as of Friday.

Many of these incidents have taken
place at busy intersections near cam-
pus, mostly crossing Highland Road or
Nicholson Drive.

Power said that despite a few close
calls, he doesn’t feel unsafe walking or
biking on campus and makes sure to pay
attention when traveling through busier
areas on campus.

CREATIVE
CROSSWALK

Campus pedestrian accidents prompt LSU students into action
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LSU students from professor Robert Mann’s political communication class and artist Marc Verret of Marc Fresh Art
walk across the first creative crosswalk on Tower Drive on Friday.

“With the
inclusion of the
lines, we thought
that it was a
perfect way to

marry a crosswalk
and also an art
installation while
still maintaining
the integrity of
LSU spirit, purple
and gold, etc.”
ISABELLA MATTHEWS,

LSU sophomore

BY TYLER BRIDGES
Staff writer

Two weeks into the legislative session, state Rep.
Buddy Mincey Jr. presented what seemed to be
a run-of-the-mill parochial bill involving a major
Comite River flood project.

But fireworks began when Mincey quickly faced
tough questions from Rep. Valarie Hodges.

The normal buzz of conversations in the House
quieted as the two Republicans from Denham
Springs tried to one-up each other as they debated
how to spend $9.5 million that was originally slated
for building the Comite River Diversion Canal.

Legislative races
are heating up

Colleagues face off in governor,
House, Senate matchups

ELECTION 2023

ä See RACES, page 3A

ä See CAMPUS, page 6A

BY PAUL COBLER
Staff writer

A bill filed after the death of LSU student Madi-
son Brooks that would have banned people under
the age of 21 from entering bars in Louisiana was
gutted by the Legislature in the face of stiff resis-
tance, but its sponsor hopes other measures to limit
underage drinking could be taken
instead.

The bill by Sen. Beth Mizell, a
Republican from Franklinton, was
approved by the Senate Judiciary
B Committee on Tuesday, but only
after significant amendments that
removed the proposed ban on 18- to
20-year-olds in bars. Those changes
turned its focus toward increasing
the penalties for bars caught violating liquor laws
and making it easier for people hurt by underage
drinking to sue bar owners.

“This is not what we wanted, but we’ve opened the

Underage
drinking bill
gets overhaul
New amendments focusing on
increasing penalties for bars

ä See BILL, page 5A
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