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BY PAUL COBLER
Staff writer

A bill filed after the death of LSU student Madi-
son Brooks that would have banned people under
the age of 21 from entering bars in Louisiana was
gutted by the Legislature in the face of stiff re-
sistance, but its sponsor hopes other measures to
limit underage drinking could be taken instead.

The bill by Sen. Beth Mizell, a Republican from
Franklinton, was approved by the Senate Judicia-
ry B Committee on Tuesday, but only after signifi-

Underage
drinking bill
gets overhaul

New amendments focusing on
increasing penalties for bars

2023
LEGISLATUREBY ADAM DAIGLE

Acadiana business editor

When it came time to decide where to attend
college, Yamane Hill narrowed her choices to
three: LSU, Xavier University in, New Orleans
or the University of Louisiana at Lafayette.

By the time the calendar hit May and her high
school graduation approaching, she still wasn’t
sure. Then a package came in the mail. Inside
was a shirt with the words “Ragin’ Cajuns” on it
and a letter that read, “Welcome to the family.”

The culprit? Her mom.
“I didn’t know where I was going, and she was

like, ‘You have to go somewhere,’” said Hill, a
native of Phoenix in Plaquemines Parish. “My
mom sent in my acceptance letter. Next thing
I know, I got the shirt. I said, ‘OK, I guess so.’”

Fast forward years later, her mom was right.
She graduates this weekend with a degree in
secondary education and English, but that’s only
part of her story. After doing her student teach-
ing at Southside High School, she will stay on to
teach 11th- and 12th-grade English and live in
Lafayette after graduation.

Hill was like many other graduating seniors
who participated in a poll conducted earlier this
spring that indicates UL students generally like

Keeping talent
UL graduates say Lafayette a good
place to start careers, poll reveals
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Student teacher Yamane Hill, in her English classroom at Southside High School, graduated on Friday from the
University of Louisiana at Lafayette and said she plans to remain in Lafayette to continue teaching.

Staff graphic

Over 400 upcoming University of Louisiana at Lafayette grads responded
to a poll about living in Lafayette. Here is a sample of their responses:

What the upcoming graduates think

Source: UL graduating seniors survey

Overall I am satisfied with the
job opportunities in Lafayette.

Agree:
37.6%

Strongly
agree: 8.4%

Neutral:
26%

Disagree:
17.6%

Strongly
disagree: 10.4%

Agree:
33.1%

Strongly
agree: 15.5%

Neutral:
30.1%

Disagree:
15.1%

Strongly
disagree: 6.2%

I would recommend Lafayette as
a good place for young profess-
ionals to start their career.

I would recommend people
move to Lafayette.

I have fun when I go to
downtown Lafayette.

Agree:
34.2%

Strongly
agree: 8%

Neutral:
29.2%

Disagree:
18.5%

Strongly
disagree: 10.1%

Agree:
45.2%

Strongly
agree: 17.3%

Neutral:
30%

Disagree:
5.7%

Strongly
disagree: 1.8%

BY MEGAN WYATT
Staff writer

Youngsville Police Chief Rickey Boudreaux will
be audited after collecting at least $18,000 in tax-
payer dollars for unauthorized personal vehicle
expenses since September 2016 on top of an ap-
proved $1,000 monthly allowance
he receives for such expenses.

Boudreaux has been receiv-
ing extra payments for gas and
other vehicle expenses for more
than six years, even though he
agreed during a September 2016
council meeting to forgo itemiz-
ing vehicle expenses in exchange
for a new $1,000-per-month ve-
hicle allowance, which the council approved, in
part, because of the August 2016 flood. The chief
asked the council for the allowance after he used

Youngsville
police chief
to be audited
Rickey Boudreaux received
$18K for unauthorized

auto expenses

Boudreaux

ä See TALENT, page 16A
ä See BILL, page 16A
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