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US commends Kuwait’s role
in regional and global peace

Strategic partnership hailed during talks • US sending reinforcements to Gulf
WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said Kuwait plays a vital role in Middle East 
and world peace during official talks held with vis-
iting Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Al-Ab-
dullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah in Washington, adding 
both sides share views on a variety of issues includ-
ing Syria, Yemen and the entire Middle East region. 
The US secretary also voiced gratitude to Kuwait for 
its efforts aiming at revolving the Sudanese crisis.

The Kuwaiti foreign minister said Kuwait and 
the US have a very strong strategic partnership and 
friendship, saying he will discuss with his US coun-
terpart how to promote this partnership. He said the 
US plays an important role in maintaining peace and 
security in the region, hoping it would continue play-
ing its role in maintaining regional stability. He added 
that amid the numerous regional and international 
crises, Kuwait, as a bridge-builder, tries to resolve 
such conflicts by peaceful means. 

Speaking to KUNA following the meeting, Sheikh 
Salem said he had a “good” meeting with his US 
counterpart in Washington, adding he had asked 
Blinken to convey the greetings of HH the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH 
the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah to US President Joe Biden. He noted the 
talks represented an opportunity for them to look 
into aspects of strong and firm relations between 
Kuwait and the US.

Sheikh Salem added they also discussed the sixth 
round of strategic dialogue due in Kuwait in Octo-
ber, voicing shared satisfaction with the current level 
of bilateral relations. He said the latest regional and 
international developments, mainly the serious esca-
lation in occupied Palestinian territories, and Syria, 

were also addressed. He thanked the US and Saudi 
Arabia for their efforts to put an end to the bloody 
conflict in Sudan.

During the official talks, Sheikh Salem commend-
ed Kuwaiti-US strategic partnership and distin-
guished cooperation between both friendly coun-
tries at all levels and in various fields, based on pillars 
of security and defense, promotion of investment, 
exchange of expertise and development of educa-
tion and medicine and others. He also spoke highly 
of firm and close cooperation between both sides 
at international gatherings, hoping that this level of 
bilateral coordination would continue. Blinken voiced 
much gratitude to Kuwait for its efforts in the evac-
uation of US citizens from Sudan amid critical and 
complicated security conditions. He also commended 
distinguished friendship and existing 
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WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
meets Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Al-Ab-
dullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.— KUNA

Kuwait mourns Abdulkarim Abdulqader

KUWAIT: Renowned Kuwaiti singer Abdulkarim 
Abdulqader was laid to rest at Sulaibikhat ceme-
tery on Saturday, leaving a great void in the hearts 
of his fans and a rich legacy of immortal works, 
which abound in the Kuwaiti, Gulf and Arab mu-
sical heritage. The mourners’ hall at the cemetery 
witnessed the presence of a large crowd of col-
leagues, friends and relatives of Abdulqader, who 
passed away on Friday. 

Minister of Information and Culture Abdulrah-
man Al-Mutairi said Kuwaiti, Gulf and Arab art has 
lost a model artist with high morals. “His journey 

extended to about 60 years of giving, and today 
we console ourselves as we console the family of 
the deceased. We ask God to have mercy on him 
and forgive him,” he said. An earlier statement by 
Mutairi recalled Abdulqader’s massive artistic im-
pact on the Gulf scene, enriching Kuwaiti and Arab 
musical heritage throughout his career. 

“The artistic scene has lost a great artiste and 
one of the pillars of Kuwaiti singing, whom we 
loved as a human being and an artiste. He was a 
dear friend and companion. 
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KUWAIT: Mourners attend the funeral of veteran Kuwaiti singer 
Abdulkarim Abdulqader at Sulaibikhat cemetery on May 13, 
2023. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 4)

Hopefuls appeal to
voters a day before
registration closes
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Former National Assembly speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem was among 30 new candi-
dates who filed their nomination papers on Satur-
day to contest the upcoming June 6 polls, raising 
the total number of hopefuls to 212 with just one 
day remaining for registration. There were 350 
candidates at the end of the ninth day of registra-
tion for the annulled Sept 2022 general elections.

There were five ex-MPs among the candi-
dates, raising their number to 56. Four members 
of the court-annulled 2022 Assembly also reg-
istered, raising their number in the race to 44. 
The former speaker said he is running in the 
elections because he has a project that can help 
Kuwait emerge from the current bottleneck. 
Ghanem also called on the election organizing 
committee to take a series of measures to ensure 
the elections are fair and transparent, including 
transparent voting and counting of votes.

Ghanem and a number of former lawmakers 
had claimed that some irregularities marred the 
September elections, which were later scrapped 
by the constitutional court. 
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Kuwait hails 60th
anniversary of
UN membership
NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative 
at the United Nations Ambassador Tariq Al-Bannai 
said the 60th anniversary of Kuwait’s membership of 
the UN is an important phase in the history of Ku-
waiti diplomacy. In a statement to KUNA late Friday, 
commemorating Kuwait’s joining the UN on May 14, 
1963, Bannai noted that Kuwait and the UN share 
strong ties, as the Kuwaiti leadership is continuous-
ly exerting efforts to enhance partnership with the 

NEW YORK: Kuwait Permanent Representative to the 
UN Tariq Al-Bannai meets UN Secretary General An-
tonio Guterres. — KUNA

international body.  The two sides have been coop-
erating with each other in different fields through 
the decades, especially in the humanitarian, peace, 
security, economic and developmental fields, he said. 
Bannai underlined the UN Security Council’s role in 
liberating Kuwait from the Iraqi invasion in 1991. He 
also spoke of Kuwait’s prominent role in protecting 
international peace and security during its non-per-
manent membership of the UN Security Council 
from 1978 to 1979 and from 2018 to 2019. 

Moreover, the ambassador noted Kuwait’s 
strong partnership with the UN in supporting 
regional and international humanitarian work to 
ease the suffering of people affected by conflict 
and natural disasters, especially the country’s 
recent contributions to face the aftermath of the 
violent earthquake that shook Turkey and Syria 
earlier this year. — KUNA

Modi’s ruling
BJP voted out
in Karnataka
BENGALURU: India’s opposition Congress party 
won power in a key state Saturday, defeating Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s ruling BJP a year ahead of 
national polls. It ousted Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty from office in Karnataka, the only southern state 
controlled by the Hindu nationalist grouping. Karna-
taka has a population of well over 60 million people 
— about the same as Britain — and its capital Ben-
galuru is India’s tech hub. Congress won 136 seats 
in the 224-seat assembly, the election commission 
website showed. The BJP won 65 seats.

BJP state leader B S Yediyurappa — a former 
chief minister — conceded defeat. “Victory and de-
feat aren’t new to BJP,” he told reporters. “We will 
introspect about the party’s setback. I respectfully 
accept this verdict.” 
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BENGALURU: Congress supporters celebrate the party’s victory in the Karnataka state legislative as-
sembly election on May 13, 2023. — AFP


