
NARCO-TERROR MODULE
BUSTED IN J&K; 4 HELD
Srinagar: An inter-State narco-
terror module was busted and
its four members members
were arrested in Kupwara
district of Jammu and Kashmir,
police said on Saturday.
They said around eight
kilograms of heroine-like
substance and cash was seized
during the operation.

BHONDSI PRISONER HITS
INMATE WITH SPOON 
Gurugram: A prisoner at the
Bhondsi jail here attacked a
fellow inmate with a spoon and
injured him, police said on
Saturday. According to a
complaint filed by undertrial
inmate Mangat Ram, the attack
took place inside the jail Friday
morning.

CAPSULE

PTI n LUCKNOW

The ruling BJP swept the
mayoral elections in Uttar

Pradesh winning all 17 posts in
municipal corporations on
Saturday. Official results for the
Varanasi mayoral election came
late at night on Saturday.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, who claimed vic-
tory in all the 17 municipal cor-
porations, thanked the people
of Uttar Pradesh and congrat-
ulated BJP workers for forming
a “triple-engine government” in
the State after the party’s
“biggest victory” in the urban
local body polls.

The party’s candidates won
in Lucknow, Ayodhya, Jhansi,
Bareilly, Mathura-Vrindavan,
Moradabad, Saharanpur,
Prayagraj, Aligarh,
Shahjahanpur, Ghaziabad,
Agra, Kanpur, Gorakhpur,
Firozabad and Meerut.

The urban local body polls
were held in two phases — on
May 4 and May 11 — to elect
17 mayors and 1,401 corpora-
tors. Nineteen corporators were
elected unopposed, according
to the State Election
Commission.

Of the 17 municipal cor-
porations, the BJP repeated its
candidates only in Kanpur city,

Bareilly and Moradabad and all
three proved to be successful. 

Adityanath said the win
was a result of better coordi-
nation between the govern-
ment and the organisation.

Flanked by Deputy Chief
Ministers Keshav Prasad
Maurya and Brajesh Pathak at
a press conference at the BJP
headquarters here, Adityanath
said the BJP has won all the 17
municipal corporations for the
first time.

“In all 17 municipal cor-
porations, voters have reposed
faith in BJP,” he said.

Continued on Page 2

BJP�s clean sweep
in UP mayoral polls

BJP not invincible,
say Opp leaders 
TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

The Congress’ victory in the
Karnataka Assembly polls

has been hailed by Opposition
leaders. Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) chief  Sharad
Pawar on Saturday said the
people of the southern State
had rejected the BJP’s politics
of money power and religion
and its continued misuse of the
official machinery to topple
democratically elected
Governments in the country.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said
Karnataka electoral results are
the “beginning of the end” for
BJP.  She also asserted the
moral of the Karnataka

Assembly poll results is that
people “want plurality” and
that “no central design to dom-
inate” can repress them. She
said the poll results were a “les-
son for tomorrow”, implying
the 2024 Parliamentary polls. 

She forecast that the safforn
party would lose in Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh too. 

Maharashtra’s former Chief
Minister and Shiv Sena (UBT)
president Uddhav Thackeray
said the BJP’s electoral debacle
marked the beginning of the
defeat of the “dictatorial” and
“tyrannical” rule in the coun-
try. Pawar said, “The people of
Karnataka have rejected the
BJP’s politics of breaking
Opposition Governments.”

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

Over 2.6 lakh voters pressed
“none of the above” or

NOTA option in the May 10
Karnataka Assembly polls,
according to Election
Commission figures.

According to figures avail-
able around 3.30 pm, 2,59,278
(0.7 per cent) out of the near-
ly 3.84 crore people who came
out to vote on Wednesday
exercised the NOTA 
option.

The NOTA number is
more than the votes that
Mayawati’s Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP), Nitish Kumar’s
Janata Dal (United), Akhilesh
Yadav’s Samajwadi Party,

Asaduddin Owaisi’s All India
Majlis-E-Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM), National Congress
Party (NCP),  All India
Forward Bloc (AIFB)  as well
as the Communist Party of
India (CPI) and the
Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI(M) got in the
elections.

As against NOTA’s 0.7 per
cent vote share, BSP secured
0.31 per cent, JD(U) secured
0.00 per cent, All India
Forward Bloc (AIFB) 0.00 per-
cent,AIMIM and CPI secured
0.02 per cent each, and CPI(M)
secured 0.06 per cent.

The NOTA option on elec-
tronic voting machines (EVMs)
was introduced in 2013. 

NOTA gets more
than �spoilers�

PTI n BENGALURU 

Acampaign against corrup-
tion, guarantees of dole

and consolidation of Muslim
votes appear to have under-
pinned the Congress victory in
Karnataka that was also aided
by anti-incumbency against
the BJP government.

The strength of the poor
has defeated the power of crony
capitalists and this will happen
in all States, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi said on Saturday.

The Congress successfully
wresting power in Karnataka
after Himachal Pradesh will be
a morale booster for the party
in reviving its electoral fortunes
and strengthening its creden-
tials as the main opposition

player against the BJP in the
2024 Lok Sabha elections.

The party’s all-out attack
on the BJP government over
corruption allegations with the
“40 per cent commission
sarkar” barb, coupled with the
Adani issue struck a chord
with the people, according to
party leaders.

The Congress pledged to
implement on the very first day
after coming to power its poll
guarantees like 200 units of free
power to all households (Gruha
Jyoti), `2,000 monthly assis-
tance to the woman head of
every family (Gruha Lakshmi),
10 kg of rice free to every mem-
ber of a BPL household (Anna
Bhagya).

Continued on Page 2

Corruption, anti-incumbency, 
Muslims, sops help Cong win

PNS n NEW DELHI

Ajoint operation by the
Narcotics Control Bureau

(NCB) and the Indian Navy has
led to seizure of approximate-
ly 2,500 kg methamphetamine
valued at `12,000 crore, from
the Indian waters. 

In the seizure which is
part of Operation Samudragupt
targeting maritime trafficking
of drugs originating from
Afghanistan, the NCB has
detained one suspected, a
Pakistani national, in connec-

tion with the largest seizure of
methamphetamine in the
country, the NCB said. 

This is the third major
seizure made by the NCB relat-
ing to maritime trafficking
through the southern route in
the last one and half years. This
is the first interception of a
“mothership” carrying drugs by
an Indian agency.

As much as 3,200 kg

methamphetamine, 500 kg of
heroin and 529 kg of hashish
have been seized in the opera-
tions so far through the south-
ern route, it said.

Apart from NCB opera-
tions, inputs shared with Sri
Lanka and Maldives have also
resulted in seizures of the con-
traband in keeping with India’s
leadership in the maritime
security of the region. 

“Continuing the efforts
jointly with the intelligence
wing of the Indian Navy, intel-
ligence about movement of a
‘Mother Ship’ carrying
methamphetamine from
Makran coast was generated
(Mother Ships are large sea
going vessels carrying large
quantities of narcotic contra-
bands for distribution to receiv-
ing vessels over the route). 

Assets were mobilised and
a close watch over the input
was maintained by the team.

The continuous intelli-
gence collection and analysis
resulted in identification of a
highly probable route that the
mother ship would take for dis-
tribution of contraband,” the
NCB said in a statement.

Continued on Page 2

Pak man detained, 3K
kg methamphetamine
seized in joint op by
NCB, Indian Navy 

`12K-cr drugs seized from Indian waters

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister and BJP
leader Yogi Adityanath with Deputy
Chief Ministers KP Maurya and Brajesh
Pathak during celebrations following
the announcement of results of UP
local body elections, at party office in
Lucknow on Saturday PTI

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA n
BENGALURU/NEW DELHI 

Riding high on the fortunes
of Bharat Jodo Yatra, the

Congress on Saturday regis-
tered its first major win in
Karnataka, though the
Himachal Pradesh was wrest-
ed from the BJP in the midst of
Rahul Gandhi-led 3,500 km
foot march. 

After Himachal, the
Congress then lost Gujarat
miserably and thereafter the
entire party put up its entire
energy in the southern State of
Karnatka. And the efforts have
been fruitful and will be a
morale booster for the
Congress for the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections.

The Congress improved
its vote share by over 4 per cent
in the Karnatka Assembly elec-
tions, taking its tally of seats to
135 in the 224-member
Assembly. The party’s vote
share jumped at the cost of the
JD(S) which saw a sharp fall of
about 5 per cent managing just
19 seats, according to Election
Commission data on the
Assembly elections.

The BJP could win only 66
seats but retained its vote share
of 36 per cent. 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi congratulated the
Congress for their big win.
“Congratulations to the
Congress for their victory in
the Karnataka Assembly polls.
My best wishes to them in ful-

filling people’s aspirations,”
Modi said on Twitter.

However, the selection of
the Chief Minister candidate
between the two heavyweights
— KPCC chief DK Shivakumar
and former Chief Minister K
Siddaramiah — is the new
“headache” for the party. The

party leadership has called a
meeting of its MLAs on Sunday
afternoon.

Sources said in Karnataka,
the Congress went by its strat-
egy to ignore national, religion
issues to be raked by the BJP,
and remained focused on local
issues like price rise, corrup-

tion, law and order, restraining
the manifesto only to State
boundaries.

“We had decided neither
to be provoked nor to respond
to the irresponsible comments
raised by BJP just like they
attempted to completely change
the Bajrang Dal factor to
Bajrangbali (Hanuman),” said
Sanjiv Singh, AICC secretary,
involved right from day one in
the campaign in Karnataka.

The Congress has
promised to implement poll
“guarantees” — 200 units of
free power to all households
(Gruha Jyoti), `2,000 month-
ly assistance to the woman
head of every family (Gruha
Lakshmi), 10 kg of rice free to
every member of a BPL house-
hold (Anna Bhagya), `3,000
every month for graduate
youth and `1,500 for diploma
holders (both in the age group
of 18-25) for two years
(YuvaNidhi), and free travel for
women in public transport

buses  — on the very first day
after coming to power in the
state.

With the win in Karnataka,
the Congress, particularly
Rahul Gandhi has also
bounced back after the recent
losses in the Northeastern
States and it will give the
momentum needed to take on
the battle for forthcoming
Assembly and then the Lok
Sabha elections for which the
party has opened to any form
of alliance. 

Congress entered the cam-
paign with the challenge of
keeping at bay the factionalism,
especially between the camps of
its two chief ministerial aspi-
rants — Siddaramaiah and D K
Shivakumar — who were often
seen to be engaging in politi-
cal one-upmanship, but suc-
ceeded in putting up a united
front and ensured that no rift
came out in the open and
derailed its prospects.

Continued on Page 2

Cong�s landslide in K�taka

Folk artists perform during Congress party�s celebrations after the party�s decisive
lead in Karnataka Assembly elections, in Bengaluru on Saturday PTI

Congress wins 135 seats in 224-member
Assembly; BJP reduced to 66 but retains
vote share of 36%; JD(S) drops to 19 

PNS n NEW DELHI/
JALANDHAR/RAMPUR

The AAP on Saturday won
the Jalandhar Lok Sabha

seat bypoll in Punjab while in
the Assembly by-elections, BJP
allies Apna Dal (Sonelal) won
in Uttar Pradesh and the UDP
in Meghalaya and the BJD
bagged a seat in Odisha. 

The bypolls to the lone Lok
Sabha seat in Punjab, two
Assembly constituencies in
Uttar Pradesh and one seat
each in Odisha and Meghalaya
were held on May 10.  In the
Assembly bypolls, the ruling
BJP-led coalition in Uttar
Pradesh ended Samajwadi
Party leader Azam Khan’s over
four-decade dominance in
Rampur as Apna Dal (S) won
the Suar seat.

Shafeek Ahmed Ansari
defeated SP’s Anuradha
Chauhan by a margin of 8,724
votes. Apna Dal (S) got its sec-
ond success when Rinki Kol
defeated SP’s Kirti Kol by 9,587
votes to win the Chhanbey
(SC) Assembly seat.

In Odisha, the ruling BJD
retained the Jharsuguda
Assembly seat with its candi-
date Dipali Das defeating her
BJP rival Tankadhar Tripathy

by 48,721 votes. Synshar Kupar
Roy Lyngdoh Thabah of the
UDP beat Samlin Malngiang of
the NPP by 3422 votes to win
the Sohiong by-election in
Meghalaya’s East Khasi Hills.

The Jalandhar seat fell
vacant following the death of
Kaur’s husband and Congress
MP Santokh Singh Chaudhary
in January.

Greeting the people of
Punjab on the victory of AAP
in Jalandhar Lok Sabha bypoll,
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Saturday said his
party does politics of work, and
asks for votes in the name of
work only. Kejriwal called it “an
unprecedented victory” as its
candidate Sushil Rinku won.

Despite fielding former
Congress MLA Sushil Rinku, a
parachute candidate,  the AAP
wrested the Jalandhar Lok
Sabha seat from the Congress.

AAP wrests
Jalandhar
from Cong

AAP workers celebrate after the party
candidate Sushil Kumar Rinku won in
Jalandhar Lok Sabha seat by-election,
in Jalandhar on Saturday PTI

PNS n BENGALURU/NEW DELHI 

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge on
Saturday termed Congress good show in the

Karnataka Assembly polls as a victory of “jana-
ta janardhana”, saying people have voted “furi-
ously” against BJP’s “bad administration” in the
State.

Former Congress chief Rahul Gandhi too
hailed the party’s performance saying “nafrat ka
bazaar” has closed down and “mohabbat ki
dukaanein” have opened in the State while his
sister and a general secretary in the party
Priyanka Gandhi who too campaigned exten-
sively hailed the party’s performance and said
the mandate is a clear message that people want
solution to their problems and that tactics of
diverting attention from major issues will not
work. 

“I thank and congratulate the people of
Karnataka, party workers and leaders,” Rahul
said at a Press conference at AICC headquar-
ters. “I am happy we contested the Karnataka
polls without using hate, bad language. We
fought the polls with love. In Karnataka, ‘nafrat
ka bazaar (market of hate)’ has closed down’,

‘mohabbat ki dukaanein’ (shops of love) have
opened,” he said.

In the Karnataka polls, on one side there was
power of crony capitalists and on the other there
was the strength of poor people, Rahul said. The
strength of the poor has defeated the power of
crony capitalists and this will happen in all States,
he said. Kharge said all the newly elected legis-
lators have been asked to be in Bengaluru for
further instructions and extend help in the due
processes for Government formation. 

Continued on Page 2

Market of hate closed, shops
of love have opened: Rahul

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge with party leaders
Randeep Singh Surjewala, Siddaramaiah, DK Shivakumar and
KC Venugopal during celebrations after the party�s win in
Karnataka elections, in Bengaluru on Saturday PTI

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

After playing hide-and-seek with the media
and her fans, Bollywood actor Parineeti

Chopra got engaged to AAP politician and Rajya
Sabha MP Raghav Chadha in Delhi on Saturday.

Parineeti posted several pictures on
Instagram to announce the engagement. 

“Everything I prayed for… She said yes!”
wrote the 34-year-old Rajya Sabha MP. 

The ceremony, held at the Central Delhi’s
Kapurthala House, was attended by around 150
guests, including Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann and Parineeti’s cousin, film star Priyanka
Chopra Jonas. 

Raghav chose a simple achkan, specially
crafted by his maternal uncle, fashion design-
er Pawan Sachdeva. On the other hand,
Parineeti, 34, will wear an elegant traditional
ensemble by Manish Malhotra.

The function began at 5 pm with Sukhmani
Sahib path, followed by ardas and engagement
took place at 8 pm. 

Parineeti, Raghav engaged

PNS n NEW DELHI

A“major reshuffle” in the
BJP Karnataka unit is

expected following the poll
defeat with a “detailed internal
analysis” by a committee con-
stituted by BJP president JP
Nadda, according to
party sources. Nadda
on Saturday said his
party accepts the
mandate of the peo-
ple of Karnataka
with humility and it
will continue raising
their voice by playing
the role of a con-
structive opposition.

“The BJP accepts the man-
date of the people of Karnataka
with humility. I thank the dili-
gent karyakartas of
@BJP4Karnataka for their
efforts and the people who
showed faith in our vision...
Under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi ji,
the BJP will continue to work

for the betterment of the peo-
ple and raise their voice by
actively playing the role of
constructive opposition,”
Nadda said.

Conceding defeat,
Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai submitted

his resignation to
G o v e r n o r
T h a a w a r c h a n d
Gehlot. However,
Bommai won his
seat in the Shiggaon
against Congress
candidate Yasir
Ahmed Khan with
59 per cent of the

vote share.
“This time despite getting

more than 36 per cent votes, we
have got less number of seats.
Analysis is going on, but defeat
is a defeat. In the party, we will
do a detailed analysis of the
results, and rectify wherever
required,” he said.  

Bommai said the Congress'
“much organised” election

strategy might have been one
of the major reasons for its win. 

Some party leaders admit-
ted in private that a combative
Congress was ahead in the
"narratives front", noting that it
had relentlessly targeted the
Bommai government on cor-
ruption issues months before
the elections. The BJP failed to
counter the Congress allega-
tions on corruption effective-
ly, another BJP leader said.

Former Chief Minister BS
Yediyurappa said, “Victory and
loss are new to BJP. Starting
with only 2 seats BJP went to
form govt in Karnataka.
Although BJP leadership gave
a pro development adminis-
tration in Karnataka, we lost
the election. We will introspect
the setbacks of the party.”  

The BJP had won 104 seats
in 2018 with 36.35 per cent vote
share, but this time it could
manage only 65 seats while
almost retaining the vote share
of 36 per cent. 

K�taka BJP set for major rejig 

BJP�s ally Apna Dal (S)
wins both seats in UP
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R
ecord-breaking heatwaves in
April 2022 put 90% of people in
India at increased risk of going
hungry, losing income or pre-

mature death, according to our new

study.
After 2022 was designated the

hottest in 122 years, extreme heat has

appeared early again this year with over

60% of India recording above-normal

maximum temperatures for April,

according to the country’s

Meteorological Department. El Niño, a

natural climate event that can increase

global temperatures, is also expected to

occur this year.The increasing frequency of such

deadly heatwaves could halt or even

reverse India’s progress in reducing

poverty, food and income security and

gender equality, harming the quality of

life for over 1.4 billion Indians.
As a natural phenomenon, extreme

heat is projected to occur once every 30

years or so in the Indian subcontinent.

This is no longer the case thanks to

man-made climate change. India has

suffered over 24,000 heatwave-related

deaths since 1992 alone, with the May

1998 heatwave being one of the most

devastating as it claimed over 3,058 lives.

Severe weather events that seemed

previously impossible are happening

now. Our experts break down the facts.

Help us continue boost their voices

During the May 2010 heatwaves,

temperatures in the western city of

Ahmedabad reached 47.8°C and raised

heat-related hospital admissions of

newborns by 43%, prompting the city

to become one of the country’s first to

implement a heat action plan meant to

guide preparations and emergency

responses to heatwaves which has since

saved thousands of lives. The 2015 heat-

wave killed over 2,330 people and

prompted the government ministry for

disaster management to set guidelines

for preventing deaths during heatwaves

and push Indian states to develop their

own plans.
Failure to implement these strategies

may stymie India’s economic progress.

If proper heat action plans are not devel-

oped, excessive heat could cost India

2.8% and 8.7% of its GDP by 2050 and

2100, respectively. This is a worrying

trend, especially given India’s goal of

becoming a 10-trillion-dollar economy

by 2030.

A ‘REAL-FEEL’ MEASURE
Heat action plans are only useful if

they can represent the consequences of

heatwaves over the entire population.

For Indian authorities to recognise

when deadly heat is present (and emer-

gency action is needed), the go
has to know h

We used an environmental health

measure popular in the US called the

heat index to determine how hot the

human body is likely to feel in relation

to air temperature and humidity levels.

This helped us to map how sensitive

people were to heatwaves across India

and discover that 90% of the country

was in danger of severe reperc

during last year’ h

nerability index, does not account for

the physical dangers of heat to human

health. Our research showed that com-

bining air temperature and relative

humidity levels gave our heat index a

“real-feel” measure for extreme h

other words, howpeo l

goals for sustainable development.

These include those related to poverty,

hunger, health and wellbeing, equalit

economic growth and i
vation

food security, which endangers the

health and wellbeing of a large portion

of Indian society. Being a primarily agri-

cultural economy, productivity losses in

this sector threaten the jobs and health

of millions of marginal and small land-

holding farmers, as well as their ability

to adapt and take up new livelihoods.

Another worrying tendency with heat-

waves is increasing water-borne and

insect-borne diseases, which could fur-

ther strain India’s already beleaguered

public health system.Every year, millions of people from

rural areas migrate to India’s cities in

search of a better quality of life. But heat-

waves have a disastrous effect on the

country’s urban population too.

Practically the entire city of Delhi and

its 32 million inhabitants were threat-

ened by the 2022 heatwaves. Most

migrants are forced to settle in the city’s

poorest quarters, where the effects of

heatwaves are particularly catastroph-

ic. Sadly, these communities also lack

the means to buy air conditioners that

might ease their misery.Present procedures for assessing the

sensitivity of India to climate change will

not help people resist the exceptional

heat seen in recent years and must be

upgraded immediately.The Intergovernmental Panel on

Climate Change estimates that heat-

waves in South Asia will grow more

powerful and frequent this century. Heat

action plans will be crucial in speeding

up efforts to mitigate and adapt to the

effects, but they must represent the com-

plexity of India’s vulnerabilities to cli-

mate change. The emphasis on making

Indian cities resilient to extreme heat i

critical, since cities will
explosio
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Global temperatures and the fre-

quency and intensity of heatwaves

will rise in the 21st century as a result

of climate change. High air tempera-

tures can affect human health and lead

to additional deaths.  Extended periods

of high day and nighttime temperatures

create cumulative physiological stress

on the human body which exacerbates

the top causes of death globally, includ-

ing respiratory and cardiovascular dis-

eases, diabetes mellitus and renal dis-

ease. Heatwaves can acutely impact

large populations for short periods of

time, often trigger public health emer-

gencies, and result in excess mortali-

ty, and cascading socioeconomic

impacts (e.g. lost work capacity and

labour productivity). They can also

cause loss of health service delivery

capacity, where power-shortages which

often accompany heatwaves disrupt

health facilities, transport, and water

infrastructure.In India,  heatwaves typically occur

from March to June, and in some rare

cases, even extend till July. On an aver-

age, five-six heat wave events occur

every year over the northern parts of the

country. Single events can last weeks,

occur consecutively, and can impact

large population.What is criterion for declaring heat-

wave in India?

Heat wave is considered if maxi-

mum temperature of a station reaches

at least 40°C or more for Plains and at

least 30°C or more for Hilly regions.

a) Based on Departure from Normal

Heat Wave: Departure from normal

is 4.50°C to 6.40°C Severe Heat

Wave: Departure from normal is

>6.40degree Cb) Based on Actual Maximum

Temperature Heat Wave: When

actual maximum temperature =

45°C Severe Heat Wave: When

actual maximum temperature = 47

c) If above criteria met at least in 2 sta-

tions in a Meteorological sub-divi-

sion for at least two consecutive days

and it declared on the second day.
What is a criterion for describing heat-

wave for coastal stations in India?

When maximum temperature

departure is 4.50°C or more from nor-

mal, Heat Wave may be described pro-

vided actual maximum temperature is

370°C or more. The peak month of the

heat wave over India is May.HEATWAVES AND HEALTH
The scale and nature of the health

impacts of heat depend on the timing,

intensity and duration of a temperature

event, the level of acclimatisation, and

the adaptability of the local population,

infrastructure and institutions to the

prevailing climate. The precise thresh-

old at which temperature represents a

hazardous condition varies by region,

other factors such as humidity and

wind, local levels of human acclimati-

zation and preparedness for heat con-

ditions. The negative health impacts of

heat are predictable and largely pre-

ventable with specific public health

actions. Exposure to excessive heat has

wide ranging physiological impacts

for all humans, often amplifying exist-

ing conditions and resulting in prema-

ture death and disability.

(WHO)
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