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Lori Vallow Daybell, an Idaho
mother whose children’s disap-
pearance and fringe religious
beliefs garnered national atten-
tion, has been found guilty of
the first-degree murders of two
of her children.
The once-lively courtroom,

filled moments earlier with
laughter and chatting, quickly
turned silent, aside from mousy
whispers and the clacking key-
boards Friday afternoon. After

six weeks of the criminal trial
and just seven hours of deliber-
ation, the 12-person jury
reached a verdict and convicted
the 49-year-old Rexburg woman
of all six felony counts. That
includes three counts of conspir-
acy to commit murder for the
children and Tammy Daybell,
then-wife of Vallow Daybell’s
husband. She faces up to life in
prison.
Law enforcement officers —

including a key witness, Rex-
burg Police Det. Ray Hermosillo
— hugged victims’ family mem-
bers and friends in the court-

room. Others handed out fist
bumps or pats on the back.
Three years ago, authorities

found the remains of 7-year-old
Joshua Jaxon “JJ” Vallow and
16-year-old Tylee Ryan buried
in shallow graves on the proper-
ty of Vallow Daybell’s husband,
Chad Daybell. Investigators on
the case uncovered a trail of
messages, recordings and cor-
roborating witnesses, showing
that the couple held beliefs that
her children were “demons”
who needed to be “cast out” —
or killed, according to witness
testimony.

After their deaths, Vallow
Daybell continued to collect
Social Security and child care
benefits. She was also found
guilty of grand theft.
“JJ, I love you,” Larry Wood-

cock, JJ’s grandfather, said after
the verdict. “Papa wish you
were here in other circumstanc-
es. Tylee, Papa loves you.”

Lori Vallow Daybell
found guilty of
murdering her children
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Lori Vallow Daybell listens as the jury’s verdict is read at the Ada
County Courthouse on Friday in Boise. The jury convicted Vallow
Daybell of murdering her two youngest children, marking the end of a
three-year investigation.
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mayor, is lodging a run against
McLean with a campaign taking
aim at her management of
public safety.
Masterson served as chief of

the Boise Police Department
from 2005 to 2015. In an in-
terview with the Idaho States-
man, he outlined a campaign
constructed in opposition to
McLean, taking aim at what he
called “crisis, waste and drift”

With six months to go until
the November general election
in Boise, incumbent Mayor
Lauren McLean is facing a
challenger to her right as she
seeks a second term in office.
Mike Masterson, a former

police chief backed by a former

under her administration. His
criticisms included complaints
about transparency, police
department management and
allowing more housing density
in Boise’s neighborhoods.
City elections are officially

nonpartisan, and Masterson is
running as an independent.
McLean, who served for

several years on the City Coun-
cil before becoming the first

woman elected to be Boise
mayor, has focused on affor-
dable housing and transitioning
the city to clean energy since
taking office in January 2020,
just before the COVID-19 pan-
demic. She declined to be in-
terviewed for this article.
When asked about Masterson

entering the race, McLean’s
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Mike Masterson, right, a former Boise police chief, said he will run against Boise Mayor Lauren McLean, left, this fall.

Boise Mayor Lauren McLean faces a
challenger to her right
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From the Rio Grande Valley
in Texas to San Diego and Tijua-
na, many migrants gathered
along some sections of the U.S.-
Mexico border were left ques-
tioning when or whether they
would cross into the United
States to seek asylum once pan-
demic-related restrictions
known as Title 42 ended.
Some migrants who had trav-

eled from Venezuela, Ecuador,
Colombia, Peru and Central
America feared that it could be
harder for them to stay on U.S.
soil with the restrictions lifted.
These are some of the stories

from along the 1,950-mile in-
ternational boundary.
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Aylin Guevara, 45, hurried her
steps as she walked through the
scorching desert of Ciudad Jua-
rez toward the border.
She was accompanied by her

two children, ages 16 and 5, and
her husband. The family fled
their coastal city in Colombia
after receiving death threats and
hoped to seek refuge in the U.S.
After spending the previous

night in a hotel, they were eager
to get to the border – “to get in
and go with the help of God and
baby Jesus,” Guevara said.
But when they arrived with

just hours to go before the end
of Title 42, a U.S. immigration
officer said they could not pass.

Migrants at
US-Mexico
border run
into new rules

BY ANITA SNOW
Associated Press
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The price of an Ada County
home rose tens of thousands of
dollars last month, but is still
lower than it was a year ago.
The latest data from the In-

termountain Multiple Listing
Service shows the median sales
price of a single-family home in
the county in April was
$517,500, up $34,000, or 7%,
over the median price in March,
which was $483,450.
One year ago, in April 2022,

the cost was $597,166.

Boise Regional Realtors called
the uptick “uncharacteristically
hefty for the season” in a news
release.
While prices rose, inventory

accrual dropped.
There were 1,163 single-fam-

ily homes available in April.
New listings for the month accu-

mulated at the slowest rate
since June 2021, according to
Boise Regional Realtors.
There were 645 total sales in

the county last month, with 398
existing homes and 247 newly
constructed ones. Home sales
were 21% lower than they were
this time last year.
“Existing homes continue to

be the hottest commodity in
Ada County,” Boise Regional
Realtors said in the news
release. “The lurch in existing
home sale speed matched the
pace of late summer last year.”

The association of local real-
tors also said higher mortgage
rates could be deterring buyers
from uprooting.
The median cost of an exist-

ing Ada County home in April
was $515,000, up $40,000, or
8.4%, from the $475,000 of a
month ago (it was $570,000 a
year ago). The median cost of a
newly constructed home was
$519,990.
Mike Pennington, of John L.

Scott Real Estate in Boise, said

‘The hottest commodity in Ada
County.’ Home prices swing up
BY ANGELA PALERMO
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