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Congratulations to all graduates from Siouxland high schools, colleges 
and universities. We are counting on you to make our futures brighter.
- JOURNAL EDITORIAL BOARD
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SIOUX CENTER, Iowa — 
Though Ron DeSantis hasn’t of-
fi cially declared for next year’s 
presidential election, the two-
term Florida governor had a lot 
to say about 2024 during his 
keynote address at Saturday’s 
Feenstra Family Picnic in Sioux 
Center.

“We must reject the culture of 
losing that’s a� ected our party 
in recent years, the time for ex-
cuses is over,” DeSantis said to 
a crowd of at least 500 people 
inside of the Dean Classic Car 
Museum. “If we make the 2024 
election a referendum on Joe 
Biden and his failures, and if 
we provide a positive alterna-
tive for the future of this coun-
try, Republicans will win across 
the board.”

The line drew applause from 
those attending the third-an-
nual event hosted by two-term 
Rep. Randy Feenstra, R-Hull, 
and it was as close as DeSan-
tis came to referencing former 
President Donald Trump who 
lost the 2020 election to Biden.

DeSantis, who won re-elec-
tion in 2022 by nearly 20 points, 
said such winning wouldn’t 
come easy for the GOP and 
told the crowd “(It’s) going to 
require a lot of hard work and 
sacrifi ce” and “I’ve only begun 
to fi ght.” 
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SIOUX CITY — East High 
School junior Mackenzie Craw-
ford sang before she could talk.

Mackenzie’s mother, Brenda 
Crawford, fondly recalled her 

baby daughter responding to her 
singing by cooing and humming 
back in melody.

“I always knew that she had a 
spark for music,” said Crawford, 
who recognized her daughter’s 
talent when she was about 2 years 
old. She said Mackenzie used to 
sing “Part of Your World” from 
Disney’s “The Little Mermaid” 
and songs from “The Backyardi-

gans,” a musical children’s tele-
vision series. “She would dance 
and do performances in our 
house, literally from the time she 
could probably stand and walk.” 

Upon Mackenzie’s urging, her 
parents signed her up for dance 
classes at Dancing with Celeste 
when she was 3. Mackenzie 
participated in band and show 
choir all through middle school 

and, when she got to East High 
School, she joined the Chamber 
Choir and the Headliners, the 

Living her dreams
DOLLY A. BUTZ, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL 

Mackenzie Crawford, an East High School junior, is shown in the school’s auditorium. Crawford attended Kristin Chenoweth’s Broadway Bootcamp 
last summer in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, and, then, she sang on stage with the Broadway star at the legendary Grand Ole Opry in Nashville, 
Tennessee, in April.
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NIIGATA, Japan — The Group 
of Seven’s top fi nancial leaders 
united Saturday in their support 
for Ukraine and their determina-

tion to enforce sanctions against 
Russia for its aggression but 
stopped short of any overt men-
tion of China.

The fi nance ministers and cen-
tral bank chiefs ended three days 
of talks in Niigata, Japan, with a 
joint statement pledging to bring 
infl ation under control, help 
countries struggling with oner-
ous debts and strengthen fi nancial 
systems.

They also committed to col-
laborating to build more stable, 
diversifi ed supply chains for de-
veloping clean energy sources and 
to “enhance economic resilience 
globally against various shocks.”

The statement did not include 
any specifi c mention of China or 
of “economic coercion” in pur-
suit of political objectives, such 

G7 leaders vow to contain inflation
Top financial leaders 
have united in their 
support for Ukraine

U.S. Federal Reserve 
Chairman Jerome Powell, 
right, and Jon Cunli� e, 
deputy governor for fi nancial 
stability at the Bank of 
England (BOE), prior to the 
central bank session of the 
Group of Seven (G-7) fi nance 
ministers and central bank 
governors meeting in Niigata, 
Japan, Saturday.
KIYOSHI OTA, BLOOMBERG  

East High junior sings 
with Broadway star

The governor drew 
parallels between 
Florida, Iowa

  WATCH:  For a video 
of the performance, 
point your smartphone 
camera at the QR Code 

and tap the link.  
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social media?

• Are you having trouble dealing with an insurance claim?
• Have you or a member of your family been injured
by someone?

• Is there anything that you can do about it?


