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Our staff enjoy flexibility, autonomy and 
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mission-driven hospice and home care. 
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Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking news,
area scores, things to do and subscriber
exclusives at desmoinesregister.com

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper,
plus updated news and sports Extra sections.

J
eremy Parsons’ homework was simple, a common grade school assign-

ment, really: Think about what you want to be when you grow up and talk

to someone in that fi�eld.h The Leon native was maybe 10 or 11 and this was

the fall, so his elementary-school brain was still thinking of summer and

long afternoons passed at the Iowa State Fair.h Well, he reasoned, someone has to

be in charge of that, right?h Indeed someone was: Marion Lucas, the fair’s general

manager from 1986 to 2001. So Parsons wrote him a letter asking all about the job,

and Lucas replied in kind, detailing work at the helm and inviting him for a be-

hind-the-scenes golf cart ride through the grounds the next time he was in town.

Parsons took Lucas up on his tour off�er
when his family made their annual fair trip
the following summer. He did so the next
summer, too. And every summer after that.

At 17, Parsons traded the ad hoc golf cart
rides for offi�cial employment every August as
a jack-of-all-trades. He worked in the special
events department, in the marketing offi�ce
and in the entertainment division. He’s
helped with parking and waved campers “up
the hill.” He’s even sweated his way down
Grand Avenue as Rosetta, the State Fair’s
mascot, in the annual kickoff� parade.

He worked at the fair throughout high 

IOWA STATE FAIR

For new Iowa State Fair manager and CEO Jeremy Parsons, the thought of being back on the east side for 11 days in
August feels like coming home again. PHOTOS BY MARGARET KISPERT/FOR THE REGISTER

‘It’s lifelong memories’
How the new CEO sees the future of a fair he loves

Courtney Crowder Des Moines Register | USA TODAY NETWORK

Iowa State Fair memorabilia sits on display
in the Ralph H. Deets Historical Museum at
the fairgrounds in Des Moines.

See FAIR, Page 7A

More than $100 million to pay pri-
vate school expenses.

Increased money for the governor’s
offi�ce.

Funding boosts for Iowa nursing
homes and indigent defense.

Those are just a few of the items in-
cluded in the $8.5 billion state budget
that Iowa lawmakers passed this
month to fund the state’s operations
for the next year.

The budget is a crucial one as Iowa
undergoes a massive reorganization of
the executive branch after Gov. Kim

Reynolds signed
into law a 1,500-
page bill con-
solidating state
agencies and
shifting depart-
ments. Many of
those changes
are expected to
come online July
1, at the start of
the new fi�scal
year.

The $8.52 bil-
lion budget rep-
resents 88% of
the state’s ongo-

ing revenue. That’s an increase of
$302.5 million, or 3.7%, over the cur-
rent fi�scal year budget. The revenue
left unspent will go to state reserve
funds.

By law, the state can spend up to
99% of ongoing revenues.

Republicans, who control the Legis-
lature and governor’s offi�ce, remain
cautious with their spending as sever-
al rounds of tax cuts begin to phase in.
And that approach is refl�ected in
Iowa’s budget surplus projections.

By the end of fi�scal year 2024,
which begins on July 1, 2023, and ends
June 30, 2024, Iowa is expected to
have a $2 billion surplus, $962 million
in reserve funds and $3.6 billion in the
taxpayer relief fund.

Those eye-popping numbers led
legislative Democrats to accuse Re-
publicans of “hoarding” money just so
they could use it for tax cuts.

“We are stockpiling taxpayer dol-
lars,” said Rep. Beth Wessel-Kroes-
chell, D-Ames. “This money belongs to 

$8.5 billion
budget a
crucial one
for Iowa
Executive branch set for
massive reorganization

Stephen Gruber-Miller 
and Katie Akin
Des Moines Register

USA TODAY NETWORK
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See BUDGET, Page 3A


