
Happy Mother’s Day

Saturday, May 20  |  10 am - 1 pm 
Turnbull Conference Center

To register, scan 
the QR code or  
visit TMH.ORG/Fair.
Space for classes is limited.  
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Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking
news, area scores, things to do and subscriber
exclusives at tallahassee.com/
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Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper,
plus updated news and sports Extra sections.

100% Made in the USA
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448-200-5722

www.tablepad.com

PROTECT
PRESERVE
• Buffets
• Coffee & End Tables
• Pianos
• Conference Tables

PROTECT YOUR TREASURED TABLE FOREVER

from scratches, rings, spills, stains, heat, burns, dents
“Just Like Grandma’s!”

CUSTOM TABLE PADS

50% OFF
CUSTOM TABLE CLOTH

Any size • Any Shape Any Color
(not available in department stores)

Protect Your Table Without Hiding Its Beauty 

Buy 1 – Get 1 Free

WORLD’S 1st MINI-TABLE PAD 
(The “Table PaddieTM”)

Tailor-made price: 4¢ per sq. in. - You pay 2¢ 

$150
Factory Direct 
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Memorial Day 

Savings!

P
lans are in the works to revamp Florida A&M University

with the addition of three new residence halls — a $238

million initiative — and the future facelift means having a

modernized campus like never before. h FAMU President

Larry Robinson has had thoughts of taking action when it comes to

the university’s housing ever since he started his presidential role.

“One of the observations that I
made along with the team when I
came on board in 2016 as interim
president is that we were in desperate
need of doing something to address
our residence halls,” Robinson told the
Tallahassee Democrat during an in-
terview.

FAMU’s student housing project
was recently announced at a Board of
Trustees meeting, where the proposal
was given for 2,000 beds to be added
on campus — a residence hall with
500 beds at the Gibbs Hall and former
Paddyfote site on Wahnish Way, a res-
idence hall with 700 beds at the Osce-
ola gravel parking lot at South Martin

Luther King Jr. Boulevard, and a
mixed-use apartment complex with
800 beds at the former Palmetto
North site.

The ambitious housing construc-
tion would increase FAMU’s on-cam-
pus housing to more than 4,600 beds
total.

Recently, two nearby apartment
purchases were made by the univer-
sity — one of Citivue with 116 beds and
one of Brookland Yard with 118 —
which brings FAMU’s current number
of beds available to 2,684.

Robinson says that the main 

MOVING UP
Freshmen and their families and friends haul loads of bedding and other supplies up to dorm rooms in The Village at
FAMU on Aug. 22, 2019. ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT 

FAMU housing surge: A look at the fi�nancing, timeline
and why three new residence halls is a ‘desperate need’

Tarah Jean Tallahassee Democrat | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

The FAMU Towers at Florida A&M
University were completed for the
2020-2021 academic year. TORI LYNN

SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

The Rattler Pointe sign on FAMU’s
campus is unveiled as members of
the U.S. Department of Education
visit FAMU’s recently purchased
housing on April 26. PROVIDED BY FAMU See HOUSING, Page 3A

For North Florida voters, investing
in a Republican senator may have paid
off� to the tune of $62 million. 

That’s how much more in local pro-
jects – popularly known as the sprin-
kle-list of pork-barrel spending – that
rookie Sen. Corey Simon, R-Tallahas-
see, brought home compared to last
year’s haul by former Sen. Lorrane
Ausley, D-Tallahassee.

Simon, who represents North Flori-
da voters in the redrawn sprawling

Senate District 3, was
the successful Senate
sponsor of 76 projects
worth $96 million in-
cluded in the state bud-
get compared to $34
million by Ausley. 

Simon and Ausley
did not respond to a re-

quest for comment for
this story.

Representatives Ja-
son Shoaf, a Republican,
along with Democrats
Allison Tant, and Frank-
lin Gallop carried the
load for Leon County
and SD 3 in the House. 

The House delegation
has been split with at least one Repub-
lican member since 2010, but this is
the fi�rst state budget in more than 100
years when the 13-county Senate dis-
trict has been represented by a Repub-
lican.

The numbers tell a story.
While the state fi�nished last fi�scal

year with a $22 billion surplus, Simon
got money for 46% of the projects he
sponsored, compared to Ausley's 28%
in 2022. 

“That's just sort of the cold, hard
political realities of life in Tallahassee.
If you're a Republican, you are proba-
bly going to get more than a Democrat.
And if you’re perceived to be vulnera-
ble, and he is, then you might even get
more than your share,” said Aubrey 

STATE BUDGET

Cash fl�ows
to new
Republican
Rep. Simon 
Budget triples local
project spending

James Call
Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See SIMON, Page 2A

Inside
Senate
District 3
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budget. 2A
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