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Crystal River man sentenced for medical marijuana resale

By AIDAN BUSH
Chronicle Reporter

After his second drug-re-
lated arrest within four 
months, a Crystal River man 
was sentenced by a judge to 
18 months in prison.

Citrus County Circuit 
Judge Joel Fritton an-
nounced 18-year-old Jayson 
Jennings’ year-and-a-half 
prison sentence Friday for 
charges involving the pos-
session and sale of over 100 
grams of weed.

Fritton was arrested Apr. 
25, when a deputy initially 
spotted an SUV speeding 
at the intersection of North 

Rock Crusher Road and 
West Fox Lane, according 
to a Citrus County Sheriff’s 
Office arrest report.

Once law enforcement 
pulled the car over, a deputy 
smelled marijuana coming 
from it.

Jennings, who was in the 
passenger seat told the dep-
uty he had a medical mari-
juana card. He handed law 

enforcement 
a black bag-
gie contain-
ing weed, 
according to 
the arrest re-
port.

D e p u t i e s 
told Jennings 

the possession was still ille-
gal.

Medical marijuana has to 

be stored in its original dis-
pensary packaging, accord-
ing to Florida Statutes.

CCSO deputies told the 
two to exit the car so it could 
be searched before finding a 
cylinder with more weed, 
multiple marijuana ciga-
rettes, a digital scale, parts 
of a handgun, holsters for a 
gun and ammunition across 
its interior.

There were also multiple 
packages of medical mari-
juana stored in its original 
Trulieve dispensary con-
tainers, as well.

When questioned, both 
the driver and Jennings told 
deputies that all illegal items 
were owned by Jennings, ac-
cording to the arrest report.

18-year-old faces 
18 months in prison

JENNINGS

Things Mom told me
By NANCY KENNEDY
Chronicle Reporter

Moms say things like, “Don’t 
run with scissors,” and “Make 
your bed every day, eat your vege-
tables and say your prayers.”

They tell you that when you do 
laundry, don’t mix “whites and 
lights” with dark colors, and when 
you’re not sure if something in the 
refrigerator is safe to eat: “When 
in doubt, throw it out.”

Moms say a lot of things.
In celebration of moms on Moth-

er’s Day, the Chronicle asked lo-
cal people about the things their 
mom said and the best advice they 
received from their mom.

The Vitter family
Lara Vitter is mom to six 

children, including 4-year-old 
Maksym (Maxim) whom they ad-
opted from Ukraine.

“My mom died when I was 6, so 
I don’t remember things she said,” 
Lara said. “But I do remember 
what an amazing human being she 
was. She was abused as a child so 
she wanted to adopt 12 kids that 
nobody wanted.

“They were in the process of 
adopting my little brother when 
she died. She’s one of the reasons 
I thought about adopting. She had 
a big impact on me in those six 
years.”

Lara’s husband Robert Vitter, 
whose mother is retired Circuit 
Judge Patricia Thomas, said the 
best advice from his mom is: “Go 
after your dreams and don’t let 
anything stop you.”

The Vitter children have this to 
say about things their mom al-
ways says to them:

“She says she loves my rainbows 
that I draw.” – James, age 5

“She always says, ‘I forgot – did 
I ever tell you how much I love 
you?’” – Samuel, age 7

“When I ask her what I should 
draw, she always says flowers.” – 
Lydia, age 10

“Whenever we’re scared she 
tells us the Bible verse: ‘Submit to 
God, resist the devil and he will 
flee from you.’” – Priscilla, age 12

“Think before you act.” – Anna-
bella, age 14

Crystal River 
Mayor Joe Meek

“My mom was Susan Meek, 

who died September 2011,” 
Meek said. 

“The best advice she ever gave 
me was not spoken; it was lived 
out every day of her life. Her 
family was her TOP priority 
and she showed me through her 
actions just how important we 
were to her.

“She dedicated her life to her 
children and family, and pro-
vided an atmosphere of uncon-
ditional love and support. She 
taught us all how to be parents.”

Three generation of DeVanes

The three generations of women 
in the DeVane/Brown/Bollin fam-
ily of Crystal River live lives of 
Southern charm and hospitality, a 
love of children and a strong faith 
in God.

Since age 9, Pat DeVane’s moth-
er was a complete invalid until she 
died when Pat was 30. DeVane 
told the Chronicle in 2017 that her 
mother taught her patience.

“She taught me to sew, and I  

remember making my Easter 
dress and being aggravated and 
ripping the stitches out,” she said.

“Laying in her bed, the sewing 
machine near her, she never said 
a word until I was done ripping it, 
and then she said, ‘Now, Patricia, 
sit down and you’re going to sew 
that dress ’ and I did. That was my 
best lesson in patience.”

Now at age 94, Pat DeVane said 
her mother’s best advice to her 
was, “Love the Lord with all your 
heart.”

DeVane’s daughter, Donnie 
Brown, said the best advice from 
her mother has always been: “Fol-
low your heart.”

Brown’s heart led her to a career 
as an educator in Citrus County.

Leslie Bollin, Events & Market-
ing Director/PIO for the City of 
Crystal River, is Donnie Brown’s 
daughter and Pat DeVane’s grand-
daughter.

Of her mother she said, “My 

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

The Vitter family walks along their picturesque drive at their home located south of Inverness. From left, the family includes, Lara Vitter, Priscilla, 12, Samuel, 
7, Annabella, 14, James, 5, Lydia, 10 and Robert holding Maksym, 4.

On Mother’s Day, 
local people share 
advice from their moms

Special to the Chronicle

A young Crystal River Mayor Joe Meek, his mother, Susan Meek who died in 
2011, and Meek’s sister, Elizabeth Mbassakou.

Matthew Beck / Chronicle photo editor

From 2017: Three generations of DeVane/Brown/Bollin women of Crystal River: 
Pat DeVane, daughter Donnie Brown and granddaughter Leslie Bollin.

See MARIJUANA, page A6

See MOM, page A7
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