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Weather: Mostly sunny
and cooler.
High: 69. Low: 48. Page A24

Five elementary schools
statewide were out of
compliancewith Connect-
icut’s racial balance law
this school year, a state re-
port shows, including sev-
eral that have been unbal-
anced for years.

Under the state’s racial
balance law, designed to
prevent towns and cities
from confining students
of color to one or two
schools while leaving oth-
ers overwhelmingly
white, each public school
in a given districtmust fall
within 25 percentage
points of the district’s

overall racial makeup.
The five schools out of

balance for the 2022-23
school year were:

• NewLebanon School
in Greenwich, where 71
percent of students are
racial minorities in a dis-
trict that is 38 percent mi-
nority overall. New Leba-
non has been unbalanced

every year since 2007.
• Hamilton Avenue

School in Greenwich,
where 67 percent of stu-
dents are racial minori-
ties. Hamilton Avenue
has been out of compli-
ance since at least 2000,
longer than any other
school in the state.

Report: Five state schools
fail tomeet racial balance
Several have been unbalanced for years, others struggling
By Alex Putterman
STAFF WRITER

Balance continues on A4
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Students at McKinley School hang out at the
playground in 2017. McKinley School in Fairfield is
one of the five schools statewiede out of compliance
with Connecticut’s racial balance law.

BRIDGEPORT — Construction on
the new Bullard-Havens Technical
High School, a massive state-of-the-
art facility designed to replace the
existing 71-year-old trade school, has
officially begun.

The new building, which is slated
to open in 2026, will be the first net-
zero school in the state’s technical
education system, an achievement
officials hailed as a model for future
vocational schools.

The start of construction was

marked by a groundbreaking cere-
mony attended by parents, students
and local officials, including Princi-
pal Susan Foss who described the
school as a “symbol of our commit-
ment to excellence and innovation.”

“It is more important than ever
that we continue to innovate and
adapt to meet the needs of our stu-
dents and the industries they will be
entering,” Foss said. “And that’s ex-
actly what this new building will
allow us to do.”

The 260,000-square-foot building
is being constructed on the same
Palisades Avenue site as the existing

school, which was originally erected
in 1950. The current building will
remain occupied during construction
until it is torn down at the end of the
41-month project.

The more than $200 million build-
ing, which was designed by JCJ Ar-
chitecture and is being constructed
by the Gilbane Building Company,
will have enough space for 13 sep-
arate shop programs, including auto-
motive technology, carpentry and the
culinary arts, among others.

The facility will also feature a host
of classrooms to accommodate more
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Bullard-Havens Technical High School students take part in a groundbreaking ceremony for the new
Bullard-Havens in Bridgeport on Friday.

‘More important
than ever’

NewBullard-Havens slated for 2026 opening
By Richard Chumney
STAFF WRITER

School continues on A4

BRIDGEPORT—A$14millionhous-
ing project needed to help Connecticut’s
largest city boost its stock of affordably-
priced units has again faced a funding
setback.

For the second year in a row, Building
Neighborhoods Together did not qualify
for a state-administered federal tax cred-
it that would cover around $1 million of
the building costs for 44 apartments on
the East Side.

“We did not get the money this
round,”Doris Latorre, BNT’s chief exec-
utive officer, said. “We’re trying to figure
out how to make the project work.
There’s other ways to do it. We’re re-
grouping right now.”

This was the second time that BNT

Housing
project
facesmore
setbacks
By Brian Lockhart
STAFF WRITER

Housing continues on A13

May 3 was the deadline for indepen-
dent health care providers to register
with Connie, Connecticut’s Health In-
formation Exchange. But at the 11th
hour, some are sounding alarms.

The idea of a health information ex-
change is to have all health information
gathered in one place and made avail-
able to every practitioner involvedwith
a single patient. Hospitals in the state
had to connect this time last year.Forty-
six other states have an exchange up
and running. The law behind Connie
was created in 2017 aspart of abiannual
budget agreement, though Connie
wouldn’t form for several more years.

But Connecticut’s system has
been plagued with delays, questions
about patient privacy and communi-
cation issues — raising concerns

State health
records could
be shared
in an online
database
By Vincent Gabrielle
STAFF WRITER

Records continues on A13

STRATFORD — A 56-
year-old church may
soon be converted into a
handful of condomini-
ums as part of a larger
development in the
town’s north end.

A local developer is
seeking the town’s ap-
proval to build a 15-unit

complex on a largely un-
developed plot of land at
600 Silver Lane, accord-
ing to an application sub-
mitted to the Stratford
Zoning Commission.

“The project involves
the proposed construc-
tion of a private road and
cul-de-sac alongwith ten
single family homes,”
engineers wrote in the
application. “The exist-

ing church and rectory
building will be convert-
ed to five dwelling
units.”

The site was once the
home of St. John the Bap-
tist Church, a parish that
was a part of the Amer-
ican Carpatho-Russian
Orthodox Diocese of
North America. The on-
ion-domed church sits

Stratford churchmay become
condo complex on Silver Lane
By Richard Chumney
STAFF WRITER

Condos continues on A4


