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By RYAN BILLER
Ryan.Biller@gjsentinel.com

The downtown buffalo 
will not be not roaming 
away.

Although the Wells Far-
go branch on Main Street 
is closing, people can rest 
easy knowing that the 
iconic chrome buffalo 
statue outside the build-
ing is here to stay.

“Nobody needs to wor-
ry,” said Sarah Dishong, 
project coordinator for 
Downtown Grand Junc-
tion. “The buffalo has 
been here for decades and 
is a part of  our permanent 
collection. The piece isn’t 
going anywhere.”

The art installation is 

formally titled “Chrome 
on the Range” and has 
been located downtown 
since 1989. When news 
broke that the Wells Far-
go branch on 359 Main St. 
would permanently close 
in August, some began 
wondering about the fate 
of  the iconic chrome stat-
ue that resides outside the 
bank.

“I was kind of  sad 
thinking that the buffa-
lo was going to get torn 
down,” Grand Junction 
resident Madisyn Luce-
ro said. “Whenever my 
friends and I meet for din-
ner or drinks downtown, 
we always meet each oth-
er at the buffalo first. It’s 
an iconic part of  the city.”

Technically, the term 
buffalo isn’t exactly cor-
rect. What people thing of  
as a buffalo is actually an 
American bison.

Art on the Corner first 
began when local artist 
Dave Davis, alongside 10 
other colleagues, installed 
26 sculptures in down-
town Grand Junction in 
1984.

The public outdoor ex-
hibit quickly became a 
staple of  Main Street’s 
ambience. Five years later, 
United Bank spearheaded 
a fundraising campaign 
to finance Chrome on 
the Range. The bank put 

Iconic chrome buffalo isn’t going anywhere

SENTINEL PHOTO
The downtown Wells Fargo Bank location, with the well-known 
chrome sculpture of a bison out front, will soon close. The 
statue — titled Chrome on the Range — will remain when the 
bank closes.See BUFFALO, page 7A ➤

By DENNIS WEBB
Dennis.Webb@gjsentinel.com

B
efore this 
month, 
train safety 
in gener-
al, not to 
mention 

specifically when it comes 
to the prospect of 35, two-
mile-long trains loaded 
with crude oil traveling 
through the Grand Valley 
each week, wasn’t much 
on Jessica Washkowiak’s 
radar.

“It’s definitely on my 
radar now for sure,” she 
said this week.

Washkowiak and her 
family had to briefly 
evacuate their home at 
their organic farm in the 
Palisade area the night 
of May 2 because of a fire 
involving a train car full of  
railroad ties.

Responding firefighters 
extinguished the fire and 
it caused no injuries, but 
Washkowiak thinks about 
what might have been, had 
the fire spread from the 
one car to others.

“Right next to it 
were tankers filled 
with who knows 
what. There’s no 
way of knowing 
what could have 
happened,” she 
said.

“... People need to 
take these accidents 
seriously because 
the ... rail goes through our 
entire valley and it could 
be anywhere from east to 
west that this stuff can 
happen.”

She would like to see 
less hazardous material 
traveling through the 
valley, and is worried 
about the opposite possibly 
happening based on the 
proposal for large-scale 
shipping of oil produced in 
northeast Utah.

“If there’s more trains, 
there’s more incidents, 
more accidents. It’s just 
what comes along with it,” 
she said.

ADEQUACY OF REVIEW 
AT ISSUE

The prospect of large 
shipments of waxy crude 

oil from northeast-
ern Utah traveling 
through western 
Colorado has been 
perhaps just a 
small or nonex-
istent blip on the 
radar for many 
people in Mesa 
County. But it has 

been a glaring concern for 
communities and govern-
ments to the east, as well 
as for some federal and 
state elected officials and 
some conservationists.

Just this month, a 
federal appeals court in 
Washington, D.C., heard 
arguments over legal 
challenges to the federal 
Surface Transportation 
Board’s approval of the 
88-mile Uinta Basin Rail-
way. That railway would 
connect the basin to the 
Union Pacific rail line 
near Kyune, Utah, giving 
it access to the national 
rail network and refiner-
ies such as those on the 
Gulf Coast.

Conservation groups 
say the board violated the 
National Environmental 
Policy Act by failing to 
consider the estimated 
additional 14.7 million gal-
lons a day of new oil pro-
duction that the proposed 
railway will facilitate, the 
53 million tons per year of  
carbon dioxide that would 
be added to the atmo-
sphere from burning the 
oil, and the increased risk 
of fires and oil spills along 
the rail route through Col-
orado, particularly along 
the Colorado River.

The appeals court also 
is considering a challenge 
to the board’s action by 
Eagle County. Glenwood 
Springs, Minturn, Red 
Cliff, Avon, Vail, Chaffee 
County, Boulder Coun-

ty, Lake County, Pitkin 
County and Routt County 
last fall filed a legal 
brief  in support of  Eagle 
County.

Among their concerns 
are spills that could 
contaminate a river relied 
on for drinking water, 
recreation and environ-
mental values, and the 
potential for train acci-
dents sparking crippling 
wildfires. A 2020 wildfire 
in Glenwood Canyon 
caused an extended clo-
sure of  Interstate 70 and 
led to later flooding and 
debris flows that caused 
additional closures of  the 
highway.

The new Utah rail-
way would go through 
national forest in Utah, 
and U.S. Sen. Michael 
Bennet and U.S. Rep. Joe 
Neguse, both Colorado 
Democrats, have called 
on Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack to delay For-
est Service authorization 
of  a permit for the project 
until a supplemental 
review is conducted to 

better evaluate the proj-
ect’s impacts on Colora-
do’s communities and 
environment.

“This review is espe-
cially critical in light of  
the recent train derail-
ment and environmental 
disaster in East Palestine, 
Ohio, which has laid bare 
the threat of  moving haz-
ardous materials by rail,” 
Bennet and Neguse wrote 
to Vilsack in March.

That derailment in-
volved toxic and flam-
mable substances, forced 
evacuations and resulted 
in contaminants fouling 
the air, soils and creeks.

Bennet and Neguse 
likewise have called 
on the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
to do further review 
of the Utah project to 
account for the full risks 
to Colorado. And the 
two, and U.S. Sen. John 
Hickenlooper, D-Colo., 
have written to Trans-
portation Secretary Pete 

Track to trouble?

Rail safety concerns rise with prospects for new oil car traffic

Jessica Washkowiak, 
who lives on Front 
Street in Palisade, 
stands in front of the 
burned out remains of 
a rail car and railroad 
ties that caught fire 
on May 2 and forced 
her and her family 
to evacuate their 
home. That fire, and 
the concern that 
materials could spill, 
is troubling for those 
who live along the 
railroad — especially 
as a proposal for 
large-scale shipping 
of oil produced 
in Utah is being 
considered.

CHRISTOPHER 
TOMLINSON/ 
The Daily Sentinel

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
A black plume rises over East Palestine, Ohio, on Feb. 6, after 
a controlled detonation of a portion of the derailed Norfolk 
Southern trains, which derailed transporting hazardous 
waste outside the city.

RAY K. ERKU/Post Independent

U.S. Rep. Joe Neguse points to an empty oil barrel, which 
was placed beside a podium, during a press conference in 
Glenwood Canyon on April 8. Neguse is one of several Colorado 
lawmakers opposed to a new shipping rail line being built in 
Utah that would transport oil east through Colorado. See TRACK, page 7A ➤
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Lots of 

hazardous waste 
already being 
transported via 
rail. Page 3A


