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Kailee Gilbert keeps memory
of father alive through softball
SPORTS, 1B

EL PASO – The U.S. entered a new immigration en-
forcement era Friday, ending a three-year-old asylum
restriction and enacting a set of strict new rules that
the Biden administration hopes will stabilize the U.S.-
Mexico border and push migrants to apply for protec-
tions where they are, skipping the dangerous journey
north. 

The transition has been far from simple. Even as
the old policy known as Title 42 expired, migrants
along the border were still wading into the Rio Grande
to take their chances getting into the country, defying
offi�cials shouting for them to turn back. 

New US border rules take effect 
Migrants still race to border as
Title 42 asylum restriction expires

Valerie Gonzalez, Elliot Spagat 
and Giovanna Dell’Orto
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Migrants seeking asylum have been arriving in El
Paso after amassing along the border, hoping to
enter the U.S. OMAR ORNELAS/EL PASO TIMES See BORDER, Page 6A
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Gary Gragg is an optimist in a world of worsening
heatwaves, fl�ooding, drought, glacial melting, mega
fi�res and other calamities of a changing climate.

As California warms, Gragg – a nurseryman, mi-
cro-scale farmer, and tropical fruit enthusiast – looks
forward to the day that he can grow and sell mangoes
in Northern California. 

“I’ve been banking on this since I was 10 years old
and fi�rst heard about global warming,” said Gragg, 54,
who has planted several mango trees, among other
subtropical trees, in his orchard about 25 miles west
of Sacramento. 

Gragg’s little orchard might be the continent’s
northernmost grove of mangoes, normally grown in
places like Florida, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico. 

Northern California’s climate, he said, is becoming
increasingly suitable for heat-loving, frost-sensitive
mango trees, as well as avocados, cherimoyas, and
tropical palms, a specialty of his plant nursery Golden
Gate Palms. 

“Climate change isn’t all bad,” Gragg said. “People
almost never talk about the positives of global warm-
ing, but there will be winners and losers everywhere.”

Mangoes may never become a mainstream crop in

the northern half of California, but change is un-
doubtedly coming. Hustling to adapt, farmers around
the state are experimenting with new, more sustain-
able crops and varieties bred to tolerate better
drought, heat, humidity, and other elements of the in-
creasingly unruly climate.

Gary Gragg examines buds on one of the mango plants he’s growing in the Sacramento Valley.
PHOTOS BY RAHUL LAL/CALMATTERS

Feeling the heat
Central Valley farmers are growing mangoes

and agave as climate changes

Gragg holds Pinkerton avocados that he grows in
the Sacramento Valley.

Alastair Bland 
CalMatters 

See FARMERS, Page 4A

SACRAMENTO – California’s budget defi�cit has
grown to nearly $32 billion, Gov. Gavin Newsom an-
nounced Friday, saying the state’s challenges are part-
ly due to high federal infl�ation rates and the state’s de-
cision to let some people delay fi�ling their taxes after
winter storms. 

That’s about $10 billion more than Newsom predic-
ted in January, when he off�ered his fi�rst budget pro-
posal. The defi�cit is part of Newsom’s overall proposal
for a $306 billion budget, by far the largest state budget
in the nation.

California is one of the only states to have a shortfall
this year. That’s mostly because its progressive tax
code relies on wealthy taxpayers whose income is
closely tied to the performance of the stock market.

In January, Newsom proposed a number of ideas to
cover the defi�cit, including about $9.6 billion in spend-
ing cuts that hit some of the state’s ambitious climate
programs and other policy areas. His latest proposal
includes roughly another $1 billion in spending reduc-
tions. Some of that comes from clawing back unspent
money in various programs, including those designed
to provide tax refunds and help people with their util-
ity bills.

He’s making up the rest of the defi�cit by shifting ex-
penses, taking some money from the state’s safety
next reserve and borrowing.

“This was not an easy budget, but I hope you see we
will try to do our best to hold the line and take care of
the most vulnerable and most needy, but still maintain
prudence,” Newsom said.

The defi�cit is small compared to the cash crunch
that the state faced during the last recession. But the
challenge for Newsom will be persuading lawmakers
to spending cuts who are not accustomed to enacting
them. Ultimately, lawmakers and Newsom will have
to reach agreement on a spending plan to take eff�ect
July 1.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom speaks during a
press conference in Paramount on May 1. Newsom
revealed his updated budget plan on Friday. “This
was not an easy budget, but I hope you see we will
try to do our best to hold the line and take care of
the most vulnerable and most needy, but still
maintain prudence,” Newsom said.
HANS GUTKNECHT/THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER VIA AP

Newsom says
budget defi�cit
has grown to
nearly $32B
Adam Beam
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See DEFICIT, Page 2A


