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Carlyn Taggart, 73, her daughter and
granddaughter set out May 6 to hike a
67-mile trail that traces the ridge lines
and canyons of the Santa Monica
Mountains.

Sandwiched between the ocean and
valleys dotted with homes, the Back-
bone Trail connects paths from La Jolla
Canyon in Ventura County to a grassy
park in Los Angeles. The three genera-
tions of women spent the week leading
up to Mother’s Day with two dozen oth-
er hikers, following the trail’s narrow
dirt paths, rocky downhill slopes and
climbs over boulders from start to fi�n-
ish. 

“You just look up, and you’re in awe,”
Taggart said of the Santa Monicas.

From left: Carlyn Taggart, of Van Nuys, her daughter Cortney Flores and granddaughter Adriana Flores, 16, both of
Thousand Oaks, participated in the annual seven-day Backbone Trail Trek on May 7. Taggart is also a volunteer with the
Santa Monica Mountains Trail Council. PHOTOS BY JUAN CARLO/THE STAR

TREK TO MOTHER’S DAY
Grandma hikes
Backbone Trail
with daughter,
granddaughter

Cheri Carlson
Ventura County Star
USA TODAY NETWORK

Cortney Flores, left, watches her mother Carlyn Taggart go across a creek
crossing on Wood Canyon Vista Trail on May 7.See TRAIL, Page 2A

Thousands of County of Ventura re-
tirees may face pension cuts as local
offi�cials apply new rules to comply
with a 2020 court decision.

The list includes those who retired
nearly a decade ago. Some may start
getting smaller monthly payments in a
matter of months. Before that hap-
pens, the Ventura County Employees’
Retirement Association says it will no-
tify those aff�ected about changes.

The cuts are based on a California
Supreme Court decision that says
some compensation should not be
counted toward an employee’s pen-
sion. The ruling, called the Alameda
decision, aff�ected county pension sys-
tems throughout the state. 

County offi�cials sought a legislative
fi�x and relief from the court. After
those eff�orts failed, the Board of Re-
tirement voted last month to update
its policies. Doing so was required by
law, its attorneys said. 

Retirement Administrator Linda
Webb said the changes do not aff�ect
anyone who retired before Jan. 1, 2013.
It is not yet known how many of the
nearly 3,500 who retired from county
agencies since then will see cuts. 

Thousands
of county
retirees face
pension cuts
Cheri Carlson
Ventura County Star
USA TODAY NETWORK

See PENSIONS, Page 2A
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