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14 North State baseball
players to track this season
SPORTS, 1B

It’s not your traditional gas station-
convenience store.

That’s the word from Gurinderjit
Sidhu, chief executive offi�cer of Sidhu
Group Investments, which recently
broke ground on a Union 76 gas station
and convenience store on the north-
east corner of Cascade Boulevard and
Oasis Road in north Redding.

The project was approved last fall.
“We are bringing a Beyond Food

Mart, a new convenience store brand.
They are expanding very quickly,” Sid-
hu told me.

Beyond Food Mart will join Maverik
in Anderson as regional brands that
aim to reimagine the convenient mar-
ket experience.

Maverik, which is east of Interstate
5 just off� the North Street onramp,
sports the BonFire Grill, which dishes
out made-to-order food. On a recent
weekday morning, breakfast burritos,
chorizo breakfast nachos and break-
fast steak tacos were on the menu.

Record Searchlight reporter and
longtime Anderson resident Damon
Arthur gives the tacos a thumbs up.
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Fatburger,
Nathan’s Hot
Dogs coming
to north
Redding

As parts of Northern California see
temperatures reach into the 90s this
week, hundreds of miles out in the
equatorial Pacifi�c Ocean, a transforma-
tion is unfolding that is expected to af-
fect the region’s fi�re season for the next
several months.

A change in ocean temperatures in
the equatorial Pacifi�c is transforming
the weather pattern from La Nina to El
Nino, which fi�re weather forecasters say
is expected to bring a diff�erent outlook
than the drier and warmer conditions
than the North State saw at this time
last year.

“Yep, we are in the midst of the tran-
sition from La Nina, which ended in

March, to El Nino, which is expected to
form during the next few months. Typi-
cally, El Nino’s form late summer into
the fall and don’t manifest this early
during the summer,” said Brent Wach-
ter, a fi�re meteorologist at the Northern
California Geographic Coordinating
Center in Redding.

With the change from La Nina to El
Nino, the weather outlook for May and
June is for near normal to above normal
rainfall over Northern California and
from normal to below normal temper-
atures, a forecast that is not conducive
to large-scale wildfi�res, according to a
report by the coordinating center’s Pre-
dictive Services.

The outlook for July and August is for
“near to above normal temperatures
and near normal precipitation.”

Wachter said there also is another

factor aff�ecting the weather and fi�re
season.

“The forecast is not solely based on
the rapid transition from La Nina to El
Nino but also largely based on the arc
of unusually cool water off� the North
American Coast. That is a big player in
all of this too,” he said.

El Niño and La Niña are weather
patterns driven by “opposite ex-
tremes” in sea surface temperatures in
the equatorial Pacifi�c, according to the
National Weather Service.

El Nino represents warmer ocean
temperatures, while La Nina is the
term used when equatorial Pacifi�c are
cooler. Wachter said the “El Nino tran-
sition as well as other ocean anomalies
will bring normal to slightly cooler and 
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A fi�retruck drives along California Highway 96 as the McKinney Fire burns in Klamath National Forest on July 30, 2022.
Experts say the transition from La Nina to El Nino will bring a different outlook than the drier and warmer conditions that
the North State saw this time last year NOAH BERGER/AP

Changing weather
How will El Nino infl�uence Northern California’s fi�re season?
Damon Arthur
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Shasta County offi�cials continue to
fi�ght the release of documents a judge
ordered lawyers to relinquish to the Rec-
ord Searchlight more than a month ago.

Rather than hand over the records,
the county continues to claim in court
papers that the materials are confi�den-
tial and exempt from release under state
law.

“The requests for production are in-
credibly broad, and they necessarily call
for the production of exempt docu-
ments. The fi�nal judgment should, at a
minimum, provide that only non-ex-
empt documents be disclosed,” the

county’s lawyers wrote in the May 8
court fi�ling.

In reply to the court fi�ling, the news-
paper’s lawyer, Walt McNeill, said all of
the county’s objections were already
decided by Shasta County Superior
Court Judge Stephen Baker’s ruling on
April 10.

“The county asks that the court es-
sentially reverse its ruling compelling
disclosure and allow the county to uni-
laterally decide whether these records
are exempt under the CPRA (California
Public Records Act) and produce only
the records they deem both responsive
and non-exempt,” McNeill wrote in re-
sponse to the county.

“The unabashed requests by the
county conversely are not matched by

support in the law or the record,” he
said.

Last month, Baker ruled that the
documents were not exempt and gave
the county 15 days to release to the

Record Searchlight
copies of an investiga-
tive report into com-
plaints against former
Sheriff� Eric Magrini.

He also ordered offi�-
cials to hand over to the
paper communications
exchanged in 2021

among the Board of Supervisors and
top county offi�cials about three gener-
al topic areas: sheriff�’s offi�ce manage-
ment, hiring Magrini as assistant
county executive offi�cer and their de-
cision to appoint a new sheriff� to re-
place Magrini.

Shasta County fi�ghts to
keep documents secret
Judge ordered report into complaints against former
sheriff� to be relenquished to Record Searchlight
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Magrini

LOS ANGELES – The California con-
dor is facing the deadliest strain of avian
infl�uenza in U.S. history, and the out-
break could jeopardize the iconic vul-
ture with its 10-foot wingspan decades
after conservationists saved the species
from extinction. 

But nine newly hatched chicks, cov-
ered in downy white feathers, give con-
dor-keepers at the Los Angeles Zoo hope
that the endangered population of
North America’s largest soaring land
birds will once again thrive after 40
years of aggressive eff�orts.

With fewer than 350 condors in the
wild – in fl�ocks that span from the Pacif-
ic Northwest to Baja California, Mexico
– the historic outbreak means ongoing 
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California
condors
confront
avian fl�u
Stefanie Dazio
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A fence surrounds the site at
Cascade Boulevard and Oasis Road
where a new gas station and
convenience store is being built.
DAVID BENDA/RECORD SEARCHLIGHT
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