
VOLUME 135, No. 33
STAY CONNECTED MERCEDSUNSTAR.COM

FACEBOOK.COM/MERCEDSUNSTAR
TWITTER.COM/MERCEDSUNSTAR

NEWS ALL DAY.
YOUR WAY. SUNDAY MAY 14 2023 $4

Sunny
96°/57° See 9A

CUSTOMER SERVICE
800-540-4200
mercedsunstar.com/customer-service

We’re committed to providing the essential journalism you need. Find the content
important to you inside. Subscribers can find an additional 50+ pages each day
by going to mercedsunstar.com/eedition/extraextra or by scanning the code to
the left.

One by one, UCMerced’s
newest group of graduates made
their way across the stage as they
accepted their diplomas.
The university held com-

mencement ceremonies on
Friday and Saturday, with a
third ceremony scheduled for
Sunday morning. Nearly 1,500
graduates were expected to
participate in UC Merced’s
2023 spring commencement.
The graduates celebrated as

they took their turn in the spot-
light on stage and their name
was read aloud. Families,
friends and classmates cheered
from the crowd.
As they made their way down

from the stage, some graduates
held their hands up high, some
couldn’t hide their smile, and
other raised their diplomas in
the air.

“Today is a day to focus on
your success,” UC Merced
Chancellor Dr. Juan Sánchez
Muñoz said during his speech
on Friday night. “Today we
celebrate you and we look

ahead to your bright future.
Today you graduate from one
of the great campuses of the
greatest system in the world.”
Friday’s ceremony celebrated

102 graduate students, includ-

ing 61 Ph. D recipients and 41
students receiving their mas-
ter’s degrees.
Saturday’s ceremony cele-

brated the graduates from the
School of Engineering and the
School of Natural Sciences with
a combined 612 undergradu-
ates. Sunday’s ceremony will
recognize 727 more graduates
from the School of Social Sci-
ences, Humanities and Arts.
Sánchez Muñoz highlighted

some of the challenges this
group of graduates had to face,
including navigating their way
through classes on Zoom and
learning remotely during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“You have persevered through

challenges and overcome obsta-
cles, never more so than during
the pandemic,” Sánchez Muñoz
said. “You leave UCMerced
more prepared than ever to
succeed in your careers and as
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UC Merced Chancellor Dr. Juan Sánchez Muñoz makes his way to the stage during UC Merced’s commencement ceremony on Friday.

UC Merced celebrates nearly
1,500 graduates this spring
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UC Merced Chancellor Dr. Juan Sánchez Muñoz delivers his speech
during UC Merced’s 2023 spring commencement ceremony on
Friday.

California Gov. Gavin New-
som proposed an increase to
state spending on flood threats
after a record-breaking winter,
while retaining previously pro-
posed budget cuts to his climate
and environment budget.
The governor’s budget update

delivered Friday included $290
million in new funding for flood
protection, of which $125 mil-
lion was pulled from emergency
drought response. Another $165
million was earmarked for flood
control, business relief and
floodplain restoration in the San
Joaquin Valley.
“Here’s the new commitment:

Flood protection,” Newsom said
in a press conference. “We have
a posture of drought to flood,
reinforcing this weather whip-
lash.”
Friday’s proposal is part of a

$306.5 billion budget that Cali-
fornia must manage under the
weight of a growing shortfall.
Newsom said in January that
state faced an estimated $22.5
billion gap after years of sur-
pluses. That deficit increased to
$31.5 billion in May. The Legis-
lature must pass a budget by
June 15. Newsom must sign it by
July 1.
The state’s proposed $48

billion budget for climate mea-
sures this year was pruned in
January from $54 billion over
five years for its many water,
energy, electric vehicles, trans-
portation and wildfire programs.
The $6 billion cut, which

slashed EV and residential solar
programs, drew outcry from
environmental advocates. They
warn that the state could lose
momentum as it tries decarbo-
nize the economy and stave off
the worst impacts of climate
change.
Newsom said he hopes to

offset some of these reductions
with federal funds and a climate
resilience bond reserve.
In addition, Newsom said that

a key to the success of climate

Newsom cuts
CA drought
spending and
pivots to
flood
response
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Gov. Gavin Newsom’s outlook
for California’s economy: Slow
growth, less inflation, but higher
unemployment and a lot of
uncertainty.
There are plenty of risks in

the revised budget’s economic
outlook released Friday. Among
them: The deadlock over the
federal debt limit, tech industry
layoffs, banking issues and the
impact of climate change.
The forecast tries to be cau-

tiously upbeat. “Both the U.S.

and California economies are
now firmly in the post-pandemic
and subsequent recovery per-
iod,” it says.
But it projects economic

growth to slow this summer “as
high interest rates and tighter
financial conditions dampen
consumer and business de-
mand, slowing interest-sensitive
consumption and investment.”
The report sees the state’s

unemployment rate, 4.4% in
March, climbing to an average
of 5.1% next year and 5.2% in
2025.
The rate has been consistently

above the national average for

some time, and is projected to
remain higher. The budget out-
look, using federal projections
and data, sees the U.S. rate,
3.4% last month, climbing to
4.1% next year and 4.4% in
2025
The forecast for higher state

and national jobless rates is in
line with private projections.
They see the nation’s economy
slowing and possibly moving
into a recession later this year as
the Federal Reserve’s push for
higher interest rates has an
impact on sales and services.
Those higher rates are meant

to cool inflation, and so far they

have. The Newsom forecast sees
price increases easing further in
California.
The nation’s annualized rate

of inflation peaked at 9.1% in
June 2022, and California’s top

Gavin Newsom’s economic outlook
predicts less inflation, more
unemployment for California
BY DAVID LIGHTMAN
dlightman@mcclatchydc.com

HECTOR AMEZCUA hamezcua@sacbee.com

Gov. Gavin Newsom speaks about homelessness as he unveils his
2023 state budget on Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023 in Sacramento.
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