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Fresno is set to receive $250
million in infrastructure money
from the state of California as
part of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s
May budget revision announced
Friday, and Mayor Jerry Dyer

hailed it as “an investment that
will transform the downtown
area forever.”
“We have a particular focus in

the May Revise on the incred-
ible work that’s been done in
Fresno,” Newsom said, “and the
incredible planning that has
been done that allows us to
make a commitment to Fresno,

in particular, to accelerate that
effort because they are teed up
and ready to do something
transformational.”
In a press conference Friday

afternoon at Fresno City Hall,
Dyer thanked Newsom “for his
belief and confidence in the city
of Fresno” and outlined how the
city expects to spend the money

– if the budget proposal is ulti-
mately approved by legislators
in Sacramento.
“Far too long Fresno has been

left behind, as has the Valley,
…” Dyer said. “This is the larg-
est investment we will have ever
received from state of Cali-
fornia, and it’s all going into
downtown Fresno.”

Dyer said downtown was the
focus of the city’s request to
Newsom since the governor
announced his goal in August
2022 of making about $2 billion
– a combination of state and
federal money – available for
infrastructure across the state.
“We knew the need was

downtown Fresno, based on
accelerating housing for the
downtown area as well as know-
ing that downtown Fresno is
really the hub for central Cali-
fornia,” Dyer said.
Dyer told reporters that he

and his staff met with repre-
sentatives of Newsom’s staff

Newsom puts $250M in budget
to boost downtown Fresno
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and his wife came up from
Southern California to get their
first glimpses of the 68-year-
old amusement park. The place
had been closed since the pan-
demic and was giving off Scoo-
by-Doo theme park vibes.
“It was really in need of

some TLC,” says Helms, a
third-generation amusement
park operator and CEO of
Helm and Sons, which entered

Davey Helm walks through
Playland, a man in his element.
“I am beaming,” Helm says

as he leads a tour to show off
improvements being made at
the historic Fresno attraction.
“I am so excited.”
It wasn’t long ago that Helm

into an agreement last summer
to take over operations at Play-
land tucked inside Roeding
Park in Fresno.
“A bottle of wine later and

we decided we wanted to give
it a go.”
A revamped Helm and Sons

Playland will open June 16,
with a VIP sneak peek June 1.
The park will be open 2-10

p.m Wednesdays to Sundays. It

will be closed Mondays and
Tuesdays for corporate and
private events.
Outside the main entrance

are several brightly colored
boxes, a small sign of the com-
ing changes. The boxes will
house the park’s new digitized
ticketing system and dispense
wristbands for the park.
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Playland in Roeding Park is promised to be reopening on June 1, according to Davey Helm, whose company Helm and Sons Amusements
purchased it and has been furiously updating and sprucing it up.

How new management is reviving
Playland amusement park
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From the Rio Grande Valley
in Texas to San Diego and Tijua-
na, many migrants gathered
along some sections of the U.S.-
Mexico border were left ques-
tioning when or whether they
would cross into the United
States to seek asylum once pan-
demic-related restrictions
known as Title 42 ended.

Some migrants who had trav-
eled from Venezuela, Ecuador,
Colombia, Peru and Central
America feared that it could be
harder for them to stay on U.S.
soil with the restrictions lifted.
These are some of the stories

from along the 1,950-mile in-
ternational boundary.
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Aylin Guevara, 45, hurried her
steps as she walked through the
scorching desert of Ciudad Jua-

rez toward the border.
She was accompanied by her

two children, ages 16 and 5, and
her husband. The family fled
their coastal city in Colombia
after receiving death threats and
hoped to seek refuge in the U.S.
After spending the previous

night in a hotel, they were eager
to get to the border – “to get in
and go with the help of God and
baby Jesus,” Guevara said.

Migrants at US-Mexico
border run into new rules
BY ANITA SNOW
Associated Press
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Migrants pray moments before crossing the Rio Grande river from
Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, to U.S. territory in El Paso, Texas, on the last
day of Title 42 on Thursday.SEE BORDER, 14A

Afternoon high temperatures
well above normal for this time
of year are due to hit Fresno and
the central San Joaquin Valley
this weekend, setting the stage
for speeding up the melting of a
record Sierra Nevada snowpack
and potentially adding to flood
concerns in the Tulare Lake
basin.
The forecast for Fresno calls

for the temperature to tickle the
100-degree mark on Sunday — a
significant lurch higher after
Friday’s 82 degrees.
“Confidence is overall high

that we will be in a summer-like
pattern for an extended period
of time, including this weekend
and much of next week,” the
National Weather Service re-
ported in a forecast discussion
Friday.
A heat advisory was issued

Friday for the period from noon
Saturday through Monday eve-
ning, with forecasters urging
people to stay out of the sun and
remain in air-conditioned
rooms, to drink plenty of fluids,
to check on vulnerable relatives
and neighbors, and not to leave
children or pets unattended in
vehicles.
While the Valley will see tem-

peratures soar over the week-
end, “the mountains are going
to warm up more than the Val-
ley, in terms of the amount of
warming,” meteorologist David
Spector, from the National
Weather Service office in
Hanford, told The Fresno Bee

California
snowmelt
to speed up,
increase
flood threat
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