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SPORTS: Will daredevil surfers get another chance to risk their lives in the famed Mavericks surfing contest? C1

Eat Drink Play: 
12 terrific Bay Area 
pie shops to sate your 
sweet tooth — and 
cookies for mom! 
F1, F4

By Aldo Toledo
atoledo@bayareanewsgroup.com

ANTIOCH >> When Kathryn Wade 
moved to Antioch in 2007, she 
thought she’d finally get her lit-
tle slice of the American dream.

Better schools. Safer neighbor-
hoods. Room to breathe. A town 
where Friday nights are for high 
school football, an appropriate 
suburban ending to weekdays 
spent on hourslong commutes 

under tunnels and across bridges.
Just 45 miles from her native 

San Francisco, Wade saw it as the 
perfect place to build a life away 
from the poverty, crime and vi-
olence of the city and keep her 
teenage sons out of trouble.

“I was looking for calmness,”  
Wade said. “I wanted a place 
where the neighbors greet you, 
they look out for you — like coun-
try people.”

But Wade’s dreams quickly 

soured. She said her family en-
dured years of trauma, includ-
ing the beating of her son Malad 
Baldwin by Antioch police in 
2014, and his premature death 
six years later.

So when she saw the racist mes-
sages sent by Antioch officers — 
including texts mocking Baldwin 
and the injuries he suffered after 
police beat him with heavy flash-
lights in 2014 — Wade was hor-
rified.

“Reading it, it was like he died 
all over again,” she said. “(The 
messages) confirm everything 
that I’ve said about this commu-
nity for years. We live in fear. So I 
feel like whatever was in the dark 
came to the light.”

The racist texts — and the 
broader law enforcement inves-
tigation of police misconduct 
from which they emerged — have 
mired the Antioch Police Depart-

‘THEY’RE SHOWING US WHO THEY ARE’

Once overwhelmingly White, Antioch saw huge 
changes in the mid-2000s. Now an FBI probe 

is finding rampant bias in its police force.

LOS ANGELES >> If this is indeed 
the end of the Warriors’ dy-
nasty, don’t remember the way 
it ended.

No, remember all the incred-
ible moments that came before 
Friday night’s 122-101 loss to the 
Lakers.

Remember the four titles in 
eight years, starting with the 
baby-faced Dubs’ improbable but 
convincing run to their first title 
in 2015 and perhaps culminat-

ing in Steph Cur-
ry’s brilliant NBA 
Finals last June.

Remember the 
early games of 
the 2014-2015 sea-
son, when Steve 
Kerr’s new offense 
was taking shape 
in Oakland. This 
was basketball being played in 
its highest form, and it would 
spoil everyone who regularly 

watched it for years to come.
Remember Klay Thompson’s 

incendiary performances — 37 
points in a quarter, 60 points on 
11 dribbles, 14 made 3-pointers 
— that turned Oracle Arena into 
a basketball tent revival.

Remember Draymond Green’s 
defensive brilliance — a singu-
lar and unique force at stopping 
opposing teams — and his near-
cosmic ability to effect winning.

COMMENTARY

The Warriors at their best leave 
memories of brilliance, greatness

By Elissa Miolene
emiolene@bayareanewsgroup.com

On a Wednesday morn-
ing in May, a dozen stu-
dents streamed into their 
geometry class at the Cindy 
Avitia High School. But in-
stead of looking toward the 
blackboard, the 10th grad-
ers opened up their laptops 
— and got ready to connect 
with a teacher nearly 3,000 
miles away.

Their class is one of 11 
taught by a virtual teacher 
at the charter school, which 
is pulling in educators from 
Alaska, Maryland and 
Texas to address Califor-
nia’s teacher shortage.

“I know it’s not ideal for 
our students — we all know 
that,” said Shara Hedge, 
the CEO of Alpha Public 
Schools, a charter network 
with four schools in San 
Jose. “But until we really, 
radically change the educa-
tion profession here in the 
United States, we’re going 
to be looking at solutions 
like this.”

The geometry class — 
and all the virtual classes 
at Cindy Avitia — oper-
ate through Coursemojo, 
an educational technology 
company that brings hy-
brid teaching to classrooms 
across the country. It is an 
idea spun from the pan-
demic and months of think-
ing about what went wrong 
— and right — with virtual 
teaching during a crisis.

Though the company was 
initially designed to expand 
elective offerings like cyber-
security and animation, al-
most immediately its found-
ers saw how it could fill gaps 
in common core subjects like 
geometry, algebra and phys-
ics. Today, there are 11 cre-
dentialed Coursemojo educa-
tors teaching classes at three 
charter school networks in 
California, the majority of 
whom are teaching math and 
science. There are 50 Course-
mojo teachers at work across 
the country, including in Col-
orado, Indiana, New York, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas and 

EDUCATION

Teacher 
shortfall 
relieved  
by tech 
Distant instructors  
link to S.J. classes

BETRAYED BY RACIST OFFICERS, 
A CITY FACES ITS RECKONING

JOSE CARLOS FAJARDO — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Kathryn Wade of Antioch sheds tears as she holds a graduation 
photograph of her son Malad Baldwin while at her home. Malad was 
beaten by Antioch police in 2014, suffering serious injuries. 

RAY CHAVEZ — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Batholomew Ugwu, right, with his wife, Tenaya, and their children Ejene, 14, and Amara, 3, of Antioch look for their favorite food truck during Food 
Trucks Thursdays at the Antioch Community Center parking lot last week. Black families fleeing the Bay Area’s urban core have found homes here.
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Cindy Avitia High School 
students Lizeth Garcia, 16, 
and Andrew Hernandez, 15, 
study geometry with an 
online teacher in Maryland. 
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Warriors’ Stephen Curry reacts to defeat by the Los Angeles Lakers at 
Game 6 of the NBA basketball Western Conference semifinal playoffs.
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Once majority white, Antioch has seen massive demographic changes 
in the last 20 years.
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ANTIOCH DIVERSIFIED
Antioch’s Black and Latino communities have grown enormously 
in recent decades.
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