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BY JOHN COX
jcox@bakersfield.com

Until last week, people who 
called local authorities asking 
about flood risks posed by the 
record snowpack in the southern 
Sierra Nevada didn’t get a lot of 
specific information, let alone a 
detailed assessment of the threat 
to their personal property.

Federal flood plain maps 
available publicly were generally 
left unmentioned out of concern 
they were too hard to under-
stand. Mostly, callers received 
assurances from city and county 
officials that there was no emer-
gency to worry about — in the 
near term, at least.

That’s about to change fol-
lowing the activation Tuesday of 
Kern County’s Emergency Oper-
ations Center near Bakersfield 
College, where representatives 
of a wide variety of agencies are 
coming together to share and 
disseminate information about 
flooding projected to hit parts of 
Bakersfield within about a month 
as water releases from Isabella 
Dam continue to ramp up.

The plan is to give members 
of the public information that’s 
more detailed than any available 
before, including easy-to-under-
stand maps that go beyond those 
published online by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency.

“I think the way that we’re 
tackling it is we’re going to break 
it down so people understand 
where we are” in the emergency 
planning process, said Erica Bain, 
spokeswoman for the Emer-
gency Operations Center and the 
county Fire Department.

The informational campaign, 
which officials say will involve 
greater communication with 
local news media about flood 
risks, has come as Kern residents 
and property owners express 
growing concern about rising 
water levels along the Kern River.

Kern’s top appointed official, 

Agencies ramp up public information 
as releases increase from Isabella Dam
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A woman walks across the pedestrian bridge across the Kern River 
near The Park at River Walk last month. Debris can be seen below 
the spillway below.

KERN RIVER FLOOD RISKS
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My father had a collection 
of hard-bound classics 
in his library that would 

impress Ron Burgundy. The com-
plete works of Charles Dickens, 
Plato, Socrates, Miguel de Cer-
vantes, Carl Sandburg’s four-vol-
ume biography of Lincoln. They 
were so immaculately preserved, 
I can only assume Dad handled 
them, literally, with white gloves.

As best I can remember, my 
mother, in contrast, owned only 
a few “important” books, and 

unlike everything else in our 
home, some of them were a mess. 
One in particular stands out 
in my memory, anyway: Pages 
stained with Crisco grease and 
gritty flour residue, handwritten 
additions scrawled in the outer 
margins, used envelopes with 
scribbled notes tucked randomly 
throughout.

That was, of course, her 
go-to cookbook, the best-loved, 

Mom’s cookbook can be 
repository of family history

LEFT: Dan, 
left, and 
Tim Hay, 
with their 
mother’s 
beloved (and 
illustrated) 
cookbook

BELOW:
Betty Hay 
died in 2002 
at age 91.
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BY ISHANI DESAI
idesai@bakersfield.com

For 37 years, a consistent pattern 
has played out in the selection of Kern 
County’s next superintendent — an 
elected position — and last week it 
drew controversy as a new person was 
appointed to be the next top educator.

Thirty-seven years ago Friday, the 
Kern County Board of Education 
approved a resolution allowing its 
trustees, who are elected, to appoint a 
new superintendent if the incumbent 
steps down from the position midway 
through a term.

Since its adoption on May 12, 1986, 
stemming from California’s Education 
Code 1042(e), the resolution has consis-
tently resulted in Kern’s top education 

Critics 
question 
process for 
appointing 
top educator
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BY STEVEN MAYER
smayer@bakersfield.com

ocal animal shelters and others 
across the state are overflowing, and 
animal care workers are concerned 
that more shelter animals this year 

could face euthanasia as a result.
That’s why Kern County Animal Services 

and the City of Bakersfield Animal Care 
Center teamed up Saturday with the non-
profit Best Friends Animal Society to host a 
Best Friends Fest, a one-day adoption event 
designed to find homes for more than 200 
dogs and cats in a single day.

Scheduled from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the 

two shelters in Bakersfield as well as the 
county shelter in Lake Isabella, the event 
seemed to have worked well. At Kern Coun-
ty’s Fruitvale Avenue shelter, animal lovers 
poured through the doors for a chance to 
help save dozens of pets, one at a time.

It didn’t hurt that all adoption fees for 
available animals were waived. And every 
animal received a microchip before it went 
out the door.

“It is very rewarding,” said Meghan Clark, 
a senior animal care worker at the Fruitvale 
shelter. “Especially when we are here every 

County, city animal services team up with 
Best Friends Animal Society for adoption event

Gustavo Morelos, 
5, begins what 
could become a 
long friendship 
with a Chihuahua 
mix as his family 
moves through 
the adoption 
process at the 
county animal 
shelter on 
Fruitvale Avenue 
in Bakersfield.
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