
EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the first of 
a two-part series on social media 
influencers from Hot Springs.

LANCE BROWNFIELD
The Sentinel-Record

Gangsters, spring training 
and bath houses are just a 
few of the things that Hot 

Springs is famous for, but now 

social media influencers can 
claim a spot on that list, as the 
Spa City is home to a number of 
creators with a worldwide reach 
on the internet.

With a wide array of content, 
they all share that coveted “veri-
fied” checkmark.

Paige Mackenzie was born 

and raised in Hot Springs and 
currently lives in Dallas, but she 
regularly visits Hot Springs. At 
20 years old, she makes TikTok 
videos on everything from beau-
ty to relatable and viral content 
for 8.1 million followers. One 
of her recent videos featured a 
visit to Oaklawn Racing Casino 

Resort.
“Social media’s what I do for 

my full-time job,” said Mack-
enzie.

She says she started out as a 
teenager on an app called Mu-
sical.ly, which was later bought 
by Chinese company ByteDance 
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■ Abigail Graves, a Hot Springs resident who creates videos for TikTok, says she is recognized more in New York City and Los 
Angeles than around Arkansas. 

See SOCIAL on Page 3A

New law enforcement monument to be dedicated
The 2023 Police Memorial Cere-

mony set for Thursday evening will 
include the unveiling and dedication of 
the newly remodeled memorial mon-
ument, which has been in the works 
since last summer.

The event, set to begin at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday at the memorial, located 
beside the Garland County Sheriff ’s 
Office, 525 Ouachita Ave., will include 
a history of the memorial by Sheriff 
Mike McCormick and feature District 
7 Justice of the Peace Dayton Myers as 
the keynote speaker.

Retired Hot Springs police Sgt. 
Kenny Kizer along with several of his 
friends spearheaded the effort to cre-
ate a new memorial at the site with 
the idea for the project really coming 
together shortly after the May 2022 cer-
emony, which was the first they were 

able to hold in person after two years 
of cancellations due to the pandemic.

HSPD Cpl. Brent Scrimshire, the 
last name on the memorial, was killed 
in the line of duty in March 2020 and 
GCSO Deputy Courtney Kizer, Kenny 
Kizer’s wife, said COVID prevented 
them from holding the ceremony in 
May so “we just had to go to the fam-
ily’s home and the next year the same 
thing,” noting they delivered flowers 
both years to the families of all the 
fallen officers.

“When something impacts you so 
close to home you really think about 
how can we make something better to 
show our gratitude to the families?” she 
said. “That’s what really kind of got the 
passion of redoing it going and Kenny 
had bigger ideas than I did and he just 
ran with it.”

Kenny Kizer noted it took almost 
two years to get Scrimshire’s name 

added to the memorial. “There wasn’t 
a lot of room left on the stone that was 
there. I felt like if we’re going to do 
something we need to just go ahead 
to the extreme and remodel the whole 
thing. Do a complete makeover. So 
that’s where we went,” he said.

He approached two of his “bud-
dies,” David Orrell, with Dave Orrell 
Masonry, and Bao Nguyen, with Stone 
World Design, and “both said they 
would be more than willing to help 
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■ Colton Yates, with Dave Orrell 
Masonry, works at the site of the 

law enforcement monument at the 
Garland County Sheriff’s Office, 

525 Ouachita Ave., which has been 
remodeled and will be unveiled 

during the 2023 Police Memorial 
Ceremony Thursday evening. 
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INFLUENCERS
Hot Springs natives
making their mark

through social media

“A lot of influencers start their career and 
then they end up moving to LA or New York, 

so I just wanted to keep it real and stay in 
Arkansas for as long as possible because it 
separates you. It makes you different than 

the others.”
— TikTok creator Abigail Graves 

After a three-year hiatus, 
Flavor of the Park is returning 
to downtown Hot Springs on 
Thursday, May 18.

The “unofficial kickoff to 
summer,” Flavor of the Park is 
a showcase for restaurants and 
caterers to show off their food 
while enjoying live music. It 
will be held from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
at the Exchange Street Parking 
Plaza.

“Flavor is a food showcase, 
and it’s a way that we can pro-
vide a fun entertaining event 
for the community,” Mara Kuhn, 
communications manager for 
The Greater Hot Springs Cham-
ber of Commerce, said. “So it 
brings the community together, 
but as a chamber, we’re here to 

Flavor of the Park returns after 3-year break
JAMES LEIGH
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Registration opens
today for fifth annual
Gudrun in Northwoods

Registration opens today for the fifth annual 
Gudrun-Northwoods Mountain Bike Festival to be held 
Nov. 10-12 at the Northwoods Trail System.

For the third straight year, the Gudrun Getaway Vacation 
Package will be awarded to one of the first 200 entries for 
the weekend. Each event entered will count toward the 200 
that will go into the drawing.

“It’s the first 200 entries, not the first 200 people,” Traci 
Berry, Northwoods Trails coordinator for Visit Hot Springs, 
said, noting that if someone registers for four events, they 
will get four entries into the drawing.

The package includes two nights stay at The Hotel Hot 
Springs, two passes to the thermal water pools at Quapaw 
Baths and Spa, ages 14 and older, two day passes to Garvan 
Woodland Gardens, two passes to Mid-America Science 
Museum, gift cards from Superior Bathhouse Brewery, 
Parkside Cycle, Spa City Cycling and Hot Springs Bicycle 
Touring Co., and merchandise from Red Light Roastery 
Coffee House, Trail Advocacy Coalition of the Ouachitas 
and the Northwoods Trails System.

Gudrun was first held in 2019, approximately a year after 
the trail system was opened, and the event has grown.

“Each year we’ve added some events,” Berry said. “We’ve 
added categories, different things. We even have a One-
wheel category in our time trial now. … Last year we added 
a Strider course. Spa City Cycling built that for us and 
managed the course so little folks on Striders could bring 
out their balance bikes and do that all weekend, and we have 
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HSWLA holds its
inaugural luncheon
at Arlington Hotel

The Hot Springs Women’s Leadership Alliance, as a 
newly formed nonprofit organization, hosted its inaugural 
luncheon on Thursday at the Arlington Resort Hotel & Spa.

Matuschka Lindo Briggs, the speaker of the luncheon, 
is senior vice president and regional executive of the Little 
Rock branch of the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis.

In her introduction of Briggs, Mary Zunick, a founding 
member of the HSWLA, said, “When we were talking about 
who our first speaker could be for our lunch, we all had 
some wonderful ideas, and I just feel like we are so very 
blessed and fortunate to have for our first speaker today, 
Matuschka Lindo Briggs.”

Briggs focused her presentation on how she got to 
where she is now with the St. Louis Fed. She has had a key 
role in community development and public affairs, her bio 
on the HSWLA’s website stated. With a bachelor’s degree 
in journalism and communications from William Woods 
University, she first found herself reporting on agriculture 
in Iowa, she said.

“I started in journalism,” she said. “That was my passion. 
And I started in Des Moine, Iowa doing soybean, seed and 
feed corn reporting and working at the Iowa State Fair. … So, 
I was heavily into ag as I got started. Not kind of the dream 
picture you have when you think of Tom Brokaw. So, that’s 
where I started in ag, and it was fun and I had a great time.”

Briggs then moved to St. Louis for another position as a 
reporter, where she met and fell in love with a sportscaster 
who later became her husband, she said.

“Once I got there, it was owned by Gannett, and they had 
nepotism laws so both of us couldn’t be married and work 
there,” she said. “So, of course, he was like, ‘Girl, take the job 
and I’ll go home,’ you know. I was just like ‘Well, we’re in a 
day and time where you make more money than I do.’ That’s 
just how it was in our industry at that time, so I started 
freelancing then and doing a lot of health care reporting.”

With two children, Briggs later decided she needed to 

See GUDRUN on Page 3A
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■ From left, The Greater Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce Vice President Vickie Gilliam, 
Communications Manager Mara Kuhn, and Business Development Director Shannon LaDuke talk 
about the return of Flavor of the Park after a three-year hiatus.See ALLIANCE on Page 3A See FLAVOR on Page 4A


