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WASHINGTON — One out-
come is clear as Washington
reaches for a budget deal in the
debt ceiling standoff: The ambi-
tious COVID-19 era of govern-
ment spending to cope with the
pandemic and rebuild is giving
way to a new focus on tailored in-
vestments and stemming deficits.

President Joe Biden said re-
couping unspent coronavirus
money is “on the table” in bud-
get talks with Congress. While
the White House threatened to
veto Republican House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy’s debt ceiling
bill with its “devastating cuts”
to federal programs, the admin-
istration signaled a willingness
to consider other budget caps.

The end result is a turnaround
from just a few years ago, when
Congress passed and then-pres-
ident Donald Trump signed the
historic $2.2 trillion CARES Act
at the start of the public health
crisis in 2020. It’s a dramatic
realignment even as Biden’s bi-
partisan infrastructure law and
Inflation Reduction Act are now
investing billions of dollars into
paving streets, shoring up the
federal safety net and restruc-
turing the U.S. economy.

“The appetite to throw a lot
more money at major problems
right now is significantly dimin-
ished, given what we’ve seen
over the past several years,” said
Shai Akabas, director of eco-
nomic policy at the Bipartisan
Policy Center, a nonpartisan or-
ganization in Washington.

The Treasury Department
warned it will begin running
out of money to pay the nation’s
bills as soon as June 1, though an
estimate Friday by the nonparti-
san Congressional Budget office
put the deadline at the first two
weeks of June, potentially buying
the negotiators time.

“We’ve not reached the crunch
point yet,” Biden told reporters
Saturday before flying to Dela-
ware for the weekend. “There’s
real discussion about some
changes we all could make. We’re
not there yet.”

Staff-level negotiators re-
sumed talks Saturday.

Negotiators are considering
clawing back some $30 billion
in unused COVID-19 funds,
imposing spending caps over the
next several years and approving
permitting reforms to ease con-
struction of energy projects and
other developments, according
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The City of Auburn and Mont-
gomery have partnered together
to collectively provide an immer-
sive summer internship experi-
ence for 50 college juniors and
seniors in their communities.

The Auburn Montgomery In-
ternship Experience was created
to provide students opportuni-
ties that motivate them to pur-
sue a career in the region after
college. From June to August,
AIM participants will join weekly
meetings to learn how to serve,
socialize and develop in the city.

Auburn and Montgomery will
select 25 interns. There is no cost
to be a part of this program. Ap-
plicants must answer a series of
questions and submit their re-
sume. The deadline is May 24.

Amy Brabham, Auburn’s work-
force development director, said
this is brand new program that
has been brought to Auburn by
Fuel Alabama, a talent attraction
and retention program of the
Economic Development Part-
nership of Alabama. It’s a part-
nership with Innovate Alabama.

“What we’re trying to do is use
this as a talent attraction program
for our area. It’s to show individ-
uals that may not know a whole
lot about Auburn or the organiza-
tions to work with or things to do
and how it would be a great place
to live and work after someone
graduates,” Brabham said.

Auburn will follow the model
established by EDPA in 2022 in

Birmingham. Brabham said the
success of the program led EDPA
to expand and offer it to various
communities in the state.

“We were selected as a commu-
nity — along with Montgomery as
our partner in Central Alabama —
to show 50 total interns between
our two communities the really
fun and great things about the
two communities in Central Al-

abama,” she said.
Nicole Thompson, executive

director of The Lab on Dexter
in Montgomery, added that this
will be an immersive project for
students. The 25 students partic-
ipating in the program in Mont-
gomery will be introduced to the
capital city’s businesses, nightlife
and social opportunities as well as
take a few visits to Auburn.

“I’m super excited for the col-
laboration. Because with Auburn
being so close to us — about a
45-minute drive —I think it pro-
vides students both ways equally
to see another city that’s viable
and within a very short driving
distance,” Thompson said.

While it can be difficult for
students to get involved with
young professionals, Thomp-
son said this program will give
them the chance to meet people
and see the city instead of going
home directly after working at
their internship.

“The idea is that we really want
to provide opportunities where
students consider being in the

COVID era
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Auburn, Montgomery offer
immersive summer internship
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LOOKING FOR A MOTHER’S DAY DEAL IN AUBURN-OPELIKA? WE HAVE A LIST OF THEM
Are you still looking for a way to treat your mom on Mother’s Day? We have a list of 12 restaurants, retail stores and other spots in the
Auburn-Opelika where you can find deals and specials. It includes fun activities you can do with your mother, like wine tasting, spa days
and fitness classes. LOOK: To view the list, point your smartphone camera at the QR code and tap the link.
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The 2022 FuelAL Fellowship cohort during a visit to the HudsonAlpha
Institute for Biotechnology in Huntsville.
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