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$525 OFF*
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FOUNDATION REPAIR

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING

CRAWL SPACE REPAIR

CONCRETE LIFTING

HIC#CBC1264246 | 68623

334-530-8826

*Ten percent off any job over $2500 up to a max of $525. Coupon must be presented at time of inspection. Offer may not be 
combined with any other offer. Limit one per customer. Ask inspector for further details. Promo valid through                   .05/31/2023
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Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking
news, area scores, things to do and subscriber
exclusives at montgomeryadvertiser.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper,
plus updated news and sports Extra sections.

Happy

Mother’s Day

W
hen Montgomery native Nekeita Johnson started her hair

business in 2014, she set a goal to eventually open a storefront

on West Fairview Avenue. h Johnson knew her ambition

might seem odd, to move a new business into an area that the

city of Montgomery had been “working to stabilize” for years, but she didn’t

care how her plans stacked up against those of other Montgomery business

owners. She cared about the community that raised her. h That’s what drove

her to fi�nally open Neke Marche Beauty on West Fairview earlier this year — in

the same location where her mother worked as a hairstylist years ago. h “I want-

ed to put some money into our community, into where I grew up,” Johnson said.

“I’m actually seeing the diff�erence that I do encourage a lot of people just by

what I’m doing in my town, because I’m from here rather than going somewhere

else.”

Montgomery
native Nekeita

Johnson stocks
a shelf on May 5.
Johnson opened

Neke Marche
Beauty on West

Fairview Avenue
earlier this year.
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Becoming the change

Meet the woman behind the new 
beauty shop on West Fairview Avenue

Hadley Hitson Montgomery Advertiser | USA TODAY NETWORK

See JOHNSON, Page 2A

McKinley Durham was sitting on the El Rey’s patio
in Cloverdale on Thursday night with her husband
and dog when she saw a woman drive into a truck.
When she began driving again, she rammed another
vehicle. 

Durham’s husband called 911 right after the inci-
dent, which happened at 8:11 p.m. At least one other
person called as well.

The woman stumbled getting out of her car, and
people who brought her water said she smelled of al-
cohol. 

It would be 23 minutes before an offi�cer arrived at
the scene, Durham said. By then, the woman had left
the scene. 

“We’re sitting there going like, ‘She’s going to kill
somebody,’” Durham said. 

The offi�cer waited with one of the drivers while the
truck was towed but did not take any statements or
interview any witnesses. 

After the incident, Durham said it made her con-
cerned for her welfare. If someone was robbing her
house, she wondered, would the police arrive in time
to protect her? 

“Honestly if my life were in danger, I would maybe
consider calling the fi�re department instead, and
that’s a scary thing to consider because you want
your police force to be there to protect you,” Durham
said. 

Josie Knott lives in West Montgomery. She and
another neighbor say police are slow to respond to
calls on their street, if they respond at all. 

Knott said she called police when a 67-year-old
woman came to her house, carrying a gun and threat-
ening to shoot her. 

She would call numerous times before offi�cers fi�-
nally arrived, she said. 

Social media posts about police response times 

Residents say
police response
times too slow
Alex Gladden Montgomery Advertiser | USA TODAY NETWORK

Josie Knott at her home in Montgomery March 13.
Knott is having difficulties with policing of troubles
in her neighborhood. MICKEY WELSH/ADVERTISER

See RESPONSE, Page 2A


