
Happy Mother’s Day!
Look for the Mother’s Day insert in this edition

to see your messages and photos to Mom
and the winners of our sponsors’ prizes.

OUR SPONSORS

Mothers:  Where would we be without them?

SOURDOUGH JACK:

“Y’all be nice to your 

momma today. After 

all, she’s been putting 

up with you!”

The weather

Most sunny and warm. 

High today ..... 66
Low tonight ..... 41
Sunrise: 4:32 a.m.
Sunset: 11:03 p.m.
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The players come and go but the 
Pioneer Pickers stay the same • Page D2

Meet the ever-increasing world 
of artificial intelligence • Page B6
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By Haley Lehman

Special Olympics athletes from the 
Fairbanks area took to the water Satur-
day morning at a swim meet in North 
Pole.

The athletes started the morning by 
stretching by the side of Wescott Pool. 
They recited the Special Olympics oath: 

“Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me 
be brave in the attempt.” Coach Barbara 
Cornwall told them to do their best.

The athletes ranged from ages 12 to 
43. Cornwall got involved in Special 
Olympics because of her two sons. She 
coached bowling for 10 years before 
coaching swimming the last 10 years.

“I love watching their smiles and how 

happy they are to achieve something,” 
Cornwall said. “We’re a community,” she 
added.

Drew Gorman won the first event, 
the 25-meter breaststroke. He said that 
swimming helps him stay focused and 
confident, and that it’s also relaxing.

Swimmers kick off the Special Olympics season
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Barbara Cornwall coaches Zachary Gaston from the side of the pool Saturday at Westcott Pool in North 
Pole at a Special Olympics swim meet.

By Haley Lehman

Twenty-three students 
from Monroe Catholic 
High School received 
their diplomas Friday eve-
ning at the school’s 65th 
commencement.

Gabriel Angaiak, class 
president, said that the 
type of love their class 

showed each other is 
what love should be. He 
thanked his teachers and 
parents for their support.

Valedic torian Jane 
Menard told the crowd 
that God has given each 
person in  the  room 
extraordinary gifts to use 
to amplify his glory.

“A d  M a r o u m  D e i 

Gloriam literally means 
for the greater glory of 
God, so through Monroe 
you are called to bring 
glory to God, you have the 
ability to bring more peo-
ple to faith and hope and 
eternal salvation through 
your gifts,” she said.

MONROE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2023

Monroe students turn their tassels 
for ‘the greater glory of God’

MAKING A SPLASH

By Haley Lehman

Companions Inc. host-
ed its annual fundraiser 
Saturday afternoon at the 
Tanana Valley State Fair-
grounds.

Bobbi Ross, a volunteer 
and board of directors 
member, said that Com-
panions Inc. volunteers 
and their pets travel to 
the Denali Center, Fair-
banks Memorial Hospi-
tal, the Pioneer Home, 
the Fairbanks Senior 
Center and other local 
facilities to facilitate pet 
therapy.

People in facilities such 
as those can’t have pets 
with them, so bring-
ing animals to residents 
brightens them up, Ross 
said. “The animals bring 
light and joy into a diffi-
cult situation,” she said.

T h e  a n n u a l  e v e n t 
focuses around a silent 
auction to raise money 
for the organization. “We 
have the most generous 
community,” Ross said.

Who’s 
a good 

pupper?
Dog parents 

push their pups 
to become the 
best of the best
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Twenty-three seniors from Monroe 
High School took to the stage Friday in 
Davis Concert Hall for the school’s 65th 
graduation ceremony. 
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